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EDITING VICTORY 
Editorials by KENNETH LESLIE 


NE of our greatest newspapers editorializes that news from 
the Far East has hidden the news of the Russo-German war. 


It should be remarked that such hiding of big news by little 
‘news is not compulsory. Nothing stopped the editor from blazing 
the Moscow victories (the biggest and most heartening news of 
'| the past decade) across the top half of his first page. No censor 
told him to put it on the fifth page and to refer to it invariably as 
a German defeat, as a strange difficulty the Germans had gotten 
into, some mud or some cold weather or something of that sort. 


i A similar separation of news, or of the importance of news, 
| went on during the entire Sino-Japanese war as well as during 
| the entire development of the Soviet Union. Twenty years ago 
| for instance the Soviet was in an even worse case than it is today. 
‘The forces of Denikin had taken the Don Basin and menaced Mos- 
"cow. At that time the Red Army was saved. They cleaned out the 
_-enemy. A certain city, Rostov, won back at that time by a certain 
_ General Timoshenko, was recently once more won back by the 


same general. « 
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‘Timoshenko’—Password to Sanity. 
Russia has shown wisdom in the distinction she consistently and con- 
spicuously draws between Hitlerite Germany and the German people. 
—BISHOP OF CHICHESTER 


Our Red Army men know what they are defending. They are defending 
the youngest country in the world, the land of youth. We are the first in the 
world to construct a society based not on greed but on the cult of labor, on 
creative activity, on human solidarity. ; 


We defend the land of real culture against barbarism. Dr. Goebbels” 
once said: “The printed word nauseates me.” Our reply was to publish 
Goethe’s works in 700,000 copies in eight languages. : 


I saw German fascists humiliating Frenchmen in Paris. In Warsaw they 
destroyed the monument of the great Polish poet Mickiewicz; in our country” 
his poems are published in hundreds of thousands of copies. In our country 
Kirghiz actors come to Moscow. Jubilees of Armenian and Georgian poets 
are celebrated throughout our land. It would never occur even to a hooligan’ 
to offend anyone because of his nationality. 


Our youth is defending the great cultural heritage of Russia against 
the maniacs who measure genius and heart by the shape of the skull, Our 
youth is fighting for our land, for our liberty. They are fighting also for the 
liberty of the world. They are fighting for human dignity. They are fighting 
for the rights of Paris, desecrated by the executioners, for the University of 
Prague, for proud Norway, for the huts of the Serbs, for the Acropolis. 


—ILyYa EHRENBOURG 


It is not because Russia has saved us that we thank God for 
the Red Army. 


It is not even because Russia has saved for us the opportunity 
to save ourselves. 


Indeed, it is not because of anything to do with us either 


individually or nationally. 


It is. simply because of what Russia is and because of the 
quality of the Red Army itself, the spiritual quality of its soldiers. 
the way its soldiers feel towards its people, the way its soldiers 
feel towards their enemies. This is why, listening to our innermost 
voice, we hear ourselves thanking God for the Red Army. 
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In fact there are those who put it the other way around: they 
_ thank the Russians for renewing their faith in a God they ad 
_ begun to doubt. One writes: 


“They have sure pulled me out of some tough spots. My 
| circle of wolves is small and for that very reason close and ready. 
-| When things look black I say a word to myself, oe It 
isa password to sanity.” 

This is so true. There are many dark spots on this dark earth 
_ which the sacrificial blood of these selfless Soviet soldiers has 
_ brightened and redeemed. 


The Vansittarts and the Duff Coopers of England who repeat 

_ the old antiGerman racism to cover their own race egotism 

_ should stand in shame before the armed citizens of the Soviet. For 

the Soviet men spurn such criminal stupidity and regard the Ger- 
man soldiers as their temporarily misguided brothers. 


, So too the American racist, curbed by the words and actions 
_ of that bravely wise woman, Eleanor Roosevelt, may study to ad- 
| vantage his new ally. 


| in arms if both are to live in one world, not white, nor colored, but 

_ human. It would be embarrassing for an American to find himself 
talking about ‘the yellow bastards” and to turn around and find a 
Red soldier reproving him for his fascist mentality. 


| There are some things he must learn from his Russian brother 
: 


“Remember Pearl Harbour” is a poor slogan for the effort of 
| this nation. Those who are acting on this slogan and those it took 
such a slogan to unite are those who fight only on the lowest level, 

_ the level of mere survival. Surely we can do better than this. 


“Remember Chungking” for instance would mean that we 
| remembered the 10,000 ‘Pearl Harbours” we made possible in 
China during the four years we dispensed oil and junk to the 
_ perpetrator of those 10,000 “Pearl Harbours.”"A long way it is to the 
lost and buried and forgotten conscience of our Western World. 
But best of all might be ‘Remember our humiliating exclusion of 
the Japanese.” We can only be forgiven our trespasses if we re- 
ember that we trespassed. 
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It is Like New Grief or Sudden Joy 
God doesn't care two cents for a church that’s against his 
people. 


The Tsarist church was against his people. God did not weep — 


when the ikons were broken. For the “God” on the ikons had 


betrayed the God in the people, the God hungry, whipped, exiled, — 


made nothing of. 


So God became nameless for awhile, as he always must at 


such times, and caused his Russian people to break the ikon-god. ~ 
And though they may feel beating in their hearts the living heart — 


of reality, for awhile it will be hard for them to speak of this. 


Reality is too close, too intimate as yet to be talked about. It means © 


too much to say in words. It is like new grief or sudden joy. But 
songs if nothing else will bring it back, for songs reflect reality 


LS ese 


unmistakably. And through poetry and music the new man of © 
today will find his way to the new man of that yesterday when ~ 
the spirit poured out deeds foreshadowing the immensities of to-— 


day. 


The truth is this: The world is in terrible danger. A dragon as- 
sails it. The dragon is the Axis. The Axis is an axle. It has two 
wheels. One wheel is naked race slavery. The other wheel is 
spiritual slavery. Race slavery is Nazism (Germany, Japan) 
which hopes to use and then discard the spiritual slavery, Fascism 
(Italy, Spain, Vichy) which in turn hopes to use and then discard 
Nazism. 


Just now a common desire holds the Axis together. The com- 
mon desire is to destroy the modern civilized world (U. S. A., 
Britain), whose political expression is democracy, and its rebel- 
lious child, communism (Russia). 


The Axis has done its best to quicken the quarrel into open 
war between the democratic world and its errant - offspring. 
Through what some might call a train of accidents, but what I 
have held to be the compulsive nature of the situation itself, this 
attempt failed and the Axis dragon, gorged with Europe's blood, 
leaped upon the Soviet Union. The democratic world having been 
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caught embarrassingly off guard it was the turn of the communist 
world to be discovered embarrassingly (for the democracies) on 
guard. A situation has now arisen which challenges civilized man 
to the roots of his being, calls for every ounce of his understanding 
and patience, his forbearance, his historical imagination, the 
power to forgive which humility alone can confer upon him, most 
of all and hardest of all the power to be forgiven. He must learn 
to live with Russia and Russia must learn to live in the world. 


For the mother is being saved by her child. The modern world, 
savagely struck down by the Nazi dragon, the European portion of 
her body already devoured, suddenly finds herself watching 
with fascinated interest the struggle of this dragon with the 
vagrant child (Russia) whom she had shamefully hoped this very 
dragon might destroy. 


And then the child turns out to be a strong man who has 
prepared himself for this day when he would prove to the world’ 
his fitness to take a place in history. 


Their Deeds Shall Endure 

Of the deeds that are done from day to day some are of 
greater import than others. They add to the store of what man 
prizes. They endure. Of such are the deeds of the Red Army. They 
shall endure while history endures. Let us discover this and share 
in their deeds. 


Let us put by our sightless past. Let us go to them and grasp 
them by the hand. Let us prove our new friendship by pouring out 
to them the things they need in their bitter fight. 


This alone will prove to them we mean our friendship. This 


alone will prove to ourselves that we deserve their friendship. 


WATCH THE PEACE TABLE 


We want Democracy to win the peace as well as the war. 
We believe that in this war the Fascists will play both sides of the 
fence, hoping to capture the peace table and wrest control of the 
coming world order out of the hands of liberal forces. They prob- 
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ably will pose as saviours of the world from Nazism. Which ever : 
side wins this war the Fascists plan to win the peace. If the Fascists _ 


or the Falangists win the peace the war will have been fought in 
vain. 


The Falange is the Spanish form of Fascism. It is widely 
spread in the Americas. It is especially dangerous because de- 
ceptively innocent. It has been one of our major errors to appease 
it. Like Fascism it enjoys a working partnership with a powerful 
group which temporarily appears to influence unduly the policy 
of the only ecclesiastical state in the world. 


Many people on the American continent think that there are 
just two sides to this war: Axis and anti-Axis, those who follow 
Hitler and those who oppose him. This is far from being correct. 
The war is not two sided. It is three cornered. 


This mistake leads to strange interpretations of plain words. 
For instance Pope Pius XII, occupant of the Holy See, in his broad- 
cast to the world last Christmas Eve, expressed himself, or rather 
expressed the official view of the Vatican State with regard to the 
war. Speaking of the weakening of the conscience of modern 
society through what he called “progressive dechristianization” 
and of all the other evils that have overome the world, he said, 
“The war, far from arresting this influence and development, pro- 
motes it, exhilarates it and spreads it with increasing ruin the 
longer it endures, rendering the catastrophe ever more general.” 


Since this same Vatican power hailed Generalissimo Fran- 
cisco Franco as the saviour of Christian civilization, and since this 
same State placed its benediction upon the work of Maréchal Phil- 
ippe Petain and permits Ramon Serrano Suner, head of the Span- 
ish Falange to conduct its ecclesiastical (political-religious) mis- 
sions in Latin America, I think it should be clear that the Holy See 
as of December 25, 1941 would have looked without disfavor upon 
a cessation of the war against Hitler. 


This State paper of the Vatican did not receive the attention it 
merited. May we quote a passage which may lead the reader to 
go back and make a careful study of the document. 
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“Those who have faith in Christ, in His divinity, in His law, 
in His work of love and of brotherhood among men, will make a 
| particularly valuable contribution to the reconstruction of the 
_ social order. 


All the more priceless, therefore, will be the contribution of 


_ statesmen who show themselves ready to open the gates and 


smooth the path for the Church of Christ so that, free and unhin- 

dered, it may bring its supernatural influence to bear in the con- 

clusion of a peace among nations and may cooperate with its zeal 

- and love in the immense task of finding remedies for the evils 
which the war will leave in its wake.” 


If this is a self-invitation to the peace table it should be politely 
but firmly declined. 


THREE ENEMIES 
Complacency 


Referring to the military negligence at Hawaii which was of 
_ such great assistance in the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, 
| Freda Kirchwey in The Nation calls attention to the fact that the 
_ military complacency mirrored a diplomatic complacency. Miss 
Kirchwey boldly and we believe justifiedly goes on to draw the 
_ following stern conclusion: ‘The men in the State Department who 
engineered the policy of appeasement, which for the past four 
years has assured both Japan and the United States that this coun- 
try would permit one aggression after another rather than risk 
trouble, are full partners in the guilt of Pearl Harbor. They should 
be retired along with the responsible admirals and generals. An — 
inquiry should not be necessary: their record is plainly written in 
the history of these last disastrous years.” 


| Greed—Domestic 


Thurman Arnold says there is not an organized basic industry 
in the United States which has not been restricting production by 
some device or other in order to avoid what they call the ruinous 

_ production after the war. Three quarters of the vast war contracts 
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have been let to 86 concerns. International groups are active, 
operating under the name of American Corporations or by the 
device of secret combinations. 


Mr. Arnold says that the true function of an anti-monopoly 
policy is to break down the obstacles to production created by 
dominant groups. The things which Mr. Arnold attacks in his anti- 
trust efforts are: 


1. Concerted attempts on the part of basic industries to hamper expansion 
which will interfere with their domination of the industry after the war. 

2. Attempts to fix coercively prices on government contracts. 

3. Aitempts to use patents illegally in order to control the production of 
basic materials. 

4. Restraints of trade in the distribution of the necessities of life by local 
groups. 

5. The erection of trade barriers between one locality and another. 

6. The freezing out of independent business men by combinations which 
seek to dominate the market. 

7. The refusal of labor monopolies to remove illegal restrictions which now 
interfere with full production. 


Arnold has indicated where treason lurks. The safety of the 
republic demands that it be stamped out. 


Greed—Foreign 


Leland Stowe's story as cabled to the New York Post regard- 
ing domination of the Burma Road by racketeers and profiteers is 
staggering in its revelation of weakness in the Chinese govern- 
ment. According to Stowe millions of blankets, medical supplies, 
munitions, desperately needed by Chinese soldiers have deterio- 
rated in Rangoon warehouses while the Chinese administrators 
of the Burma Road—built with the naked hands of Chinese peas- 
ants—have used that road to convey luxury consumers good into 
China to be sold at a profit. This is not a mere scandal, reflecting 
human weakness. It reflects a more central and devastating fact. 


Much has been said about the price paid in human life and 
human freedom during the past two decades of socialist construc- 
tion. But what of the price paid in capitalist portions of the world, 
not for construction but for maintaining the freedom to exploit? 
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Racism 


According to the newspaper PM the American Red Cross in 
its collection of blood plasma for transfusion has laid down a rule 
that ‘blood from negro donors is not accepted.” 


Medical science finds no difference between negro blood and 
white blood. According to PM responsible medical officers of the 
Red Cross in New York admit this of course, but say that they 
accept blood only from white donors “pursuant to the requests 
and instructions of the Army and Navy.” 


It is painful to be compelled to criticize the war effort, but it 
must be pointed out that a ruling of this kind, megaphoned as it 
will be into the ears of hundreds of millions of dark pigmented 
folk throughout the world, will convey to them the thought that 
the United States of America is at least partially in sympathy with 
Hitler. 


GET HEP WILLKIE—TIMES! 


Mr. Wendell Willkie, who has done so much for national 
unity, has recently (speech at Washington, January 13), set forth 
three propositions in which the New York Times concurs (editorial, 
January 14): (1) "Democracy cannot be saved by the armies of 
Russia’’—(says Willkie) ‘even if the armies of Russia were capable 
of defeating both Germany and Japan” (the Times adds with su- 
perfluous emphasis). (2) In other words, in order to survive, the 
democratic world must bear the brunt of winning this war”’ (Willkie). 
(3) The Times concludes quoting Mr. Willkie, ‘that those who fear 
communism most should be anxious to see the fighting forces of | 
the democracies on every front in the world.” 


The Times adds, “It is a challenging thought and a true one.” 
It is indeed challenging if not embarrassing. 


Turn it over in your mind. Watch it turn over in Mr. Maxim 
Litvinoff’s mind. : 


Suppose, for it is worth supposing, that communist Russia 
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should beat the Nazis this winter and suppose they help beat Japan 
next Spring. Suppose, in other words, that communism should 
actually “bear the brunt of winning the war” which democracy 
was unable to bear the brunt of winning. Then what? What war 
will be left to win? What enemy to fight? 


Surely this eminent public figure and this great newspaper 
do not mean that democracy should then turn against communism. 
Proposition three, addressed frankly to the emotion of fear of com- 
munism, would certainly lead the frightened mind along that train 
of thought. 


Now high marks cannot be granted to Mr. Willkie and the 
Times for subtlety. If they want to strengthen the Nazis and thor- 
oughly undermine the belated rapprochment between democracy 
and communism they are going about it with a boyish appetite 
which must be disconcerting to more mature practitioners of the 
time-honored international double-cross. 


I had heard it from draftees back from camp: ‘After we lick 
the Japs and Germans we'll have to polish off the Russians.” I 
had put it down to blow-off, idle chatter. But such talk in high 
places is of vast and terrible significance. This is the idea that 
scuttled France. This is the very stuff of Vichy. 


_ By PIERRE VAN PAASSEN 
out-produced, and out-fought the Nazis - 


Peer Ov Hoo b ob Ee VE NTS 


THE SOVIETS SAW IT COMING 


NSTEAD of indulging their 

genius—and wasting gallons 
of perfectly good printer's ink— 
in guessing and speculating on 
the causes of the military de- 
bacle in Eastern Europe and 
then blandly at- 


—The Soviets out-planned, 


rauder of humanity, by search- 
ing for other reasons for his re- 
cent defeat than the superior 
fighting qualities of our friends 

and allies, the Russians? 
In the very silence maintained 
by the German 


tributing the set- 
back to German 
arms to hypo- 
thetical quarrels 


' between Hitler 


and the chiefs 
of his Wehr- 


_ macht, why, in- 
_ stead of playing 
_ this subtle game 
of caution and 


evasion, do our 
specialist - com- 
mentators not 


The strength of the Russians 
lay in their idealism, in the 
perfection of their military 
equipment and in the fact that 
they were not, as the French, 
led by “eminent chiefs,” of 
the Weygand, Darlan and 
Petain variety, who were for- 
ever prattling of democratic 
defense but whose ideology 
did and does not differ one 
whit from that of the fascist 
enemy. 


Propaganda Bu- 
reau on these 
speculations in 
our press lies 
sufficient evi- 
dence that the 
notion of divi- 
sion in the coun- 
cils of the Ger- 
man high com- 
mand being at 
the root of the 
military disas- 
ter is not alto- 


simply accept the factual and 


_ historical evidence which -is 
| this: that the Russians have both 


| outplanned the master-planners 
_ of the Geopolitical Institute and“ 


have out-maneuvered the ablest 
strategists of the neo-Potsdam 
school. Why should we in Amer- 
ica give vicarious credit to the 
common enemy, the fascist ma- 


gether distasteful to Herr Doktor 
Goebbels. Here the object of the 
Nazi Bonzes is to keep from the 
German people the knowledge 
that the Russians have beaten 
the vaunted German planning 
commissions, economic and mil- 
itary, at their own game. 

For there is no other secret or 
intractable imponderable in the 
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colossal smash-up in Eastern 
Europe beyond the simple fact 
that the Russians were the bet- 
ter men. Their strength lay in 
their idealism, in the perfection 
of their military equipment and 
in the fact that they were not, as 
the French, led by “eminent 
chiefs," of the Weygand, Dar- 
lan and Pétain variety, who 
were forever prattling of demo- 
cratic defense but whose ideol- 
ogy did and does not differ one 
whit from that of the fascist 
enemy. 

I do most certainly believe 
that there is a higher instance 
directing human affairs and 
that the present war is God’s 
way to lead mankind to a clear- 
er vision of what has been 
man’s longing and presentiment 
throughout the ages of his up- 
ward climb towards the divine 
ideal: the realization of human 
brotherhood, but I do not for a 
moment think that the reversal 
in the fortunes of war on the 
Russian front was the result of 
any such supernatural inspira- 
tion as a sudden re-apparition of 
our old friends the Angels of 
Mons before the gates of the 
Red capital. Even though, I will 
admit that if lhad had anything 
to say in the Russian intelli- 
gence service I would have 
found the temptation almost ir- 
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resistible to make precisely 
such a claim of miraculous in- 
tervention in explanation of the 
Red army’‘s successes—if only to 
see the disconcerted faces and 
hear the angry splutters of pro- 
test in the circles of internation- 
al clericalism. 

The victory on the European 
front is at present going to the 
side that had the best artillery, 
the most tanks and the more 
efficient type of dive-bombers. 
In other words: that side is tri- 


’ umphant which had nourished 


the longest and widest view of 
an eventual and inevitable con- 
flict between two states repre- 
senting conflicting and mutu- 
ally-excluding Weltanschauun- 
gen. 

For six months the Russians 
withdrew methodically, scorch- 
ing their earth, extricating the 
major part of their material after 
each engagement, falling back 
without excitement or panic, 
paying not the slightest heed to 
all the swivelchair strategists, 
betting prognosticators and 
other wise guys and I-told-you- 
so’s who had joined, many of 
them quite unconsciously, no 
doubt, in the megaphoned huz- 
zahs of Germany's Minister of 
Popular Enlightenment. After 
six months of retreating the Rus- 
sians suddenly halted, dug in, 


on 
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brought up their reserves and 
launched their counter-offen- 
Sive. 

The world saw the Red Army 
repeat the glorious performance 
of the legendary hero of the 
Dutch revolt against Spain, Tyl 
Uilenspiegel, who, when he 
was pronounced as good as 
dead by his tormentors, rose 
from the grave into which they 
were lowering his body, with 
the words: *’k*herleef—I live 
again,” and then chased the ob- 
scurantists of his time into the 
blackness of the Flemish night. 

On the other hand, the one 
great, although temporary ad- 
vantage Herr Hitler has derived 
from the gratuitous antics of his 
domestic and foreign claque is 
the support of the Samurai of 
Japan. These gentlemen mis- 
took the cacaphonous racket for 
a genuine triumphant march 
and on the strength of it started 
out after those modern pied 
pipers on the road that will for 
them also lead to perdition. 

It is perhaps too much to hope 
that the Nazi intelligence serv- 
ice was so badly fooled on the 
striking power of Russia's army 
and air force and, above all, on 
the subject of the magnitude of 
the Soviet republics’ industrial 
capacity as Charles A. Lind- 
bergh was, when upon his re- 


THE SOVIETS SAW IT COMING 13 


turn from his famous journey 
urbi et orbi he went around tell- 
ing Lady Astor and sundry 
other hopefuls that Moscow — 
and in fact the rest of the world 
—would be a pushover for Ber- 
lin. 

Maxim Weygand knew bet- 
ter. In fact, the only worth-while 
thing the ‘Conqueror of the Vis- 
tula’’ told me in the course of 
the only interview he ever 
granted me was this: that the 
strength of the Red Army was 
not to be underestimated, that 
the Red militia-man was an en- 
tirely different person than the 
old Czarist conscript and that 
Russia's military establishment 
constituted a grave potential 
menace to the whole world. I do 
not doubt that this peculiar con- 
ception of the Red Army which 
was prevalent in France’s up- 
per circles first caused the Poles 
to refuse the proffered Russian 
aid and subsequently was very 
much in the back of the mind of 
General Weygand himself 
when he, upon assuming the 
high command, pleaded with a 
frenzy that stupefied the mem- 
bérs of the French Government, 
for an immediate capitulation to 
Hitler. 

But if Weygand knew, the 
German generals knew, al- 
though I imagine that the Rus- 
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sians, who had once kept the 
whole world, including the di- 
plomatic corps in Moscow and 
the foreign correspondents, in 
ignorance of the famine of 1934, 
may also well have managed to 
keep certain details of their in- 
dustrial achievements from the 
knowledge of the Gestapo. 

Perhaps the most important 
details! 

What the Germans apparent- 
ly did not know, and what we 
were never allowed to learn, 
was the immense success of the 
three Five-Year Plans. How of- 
ten were we not informed on the 
part of trained eye-witnesses 
returning from Russia after 
years of studious observation, 
that the Soviets’ industrializa- 
tion campaign was a huge and 
costly joke, that it was a pitiful, 
nay, a pathetic sight ito see 
swarms of uncouth moujiks 
fresh from the soil playing with 
intricate and expensive ma- 
chines, and how the whole 
country was said to be a stum- 
bling, lumbering chaos, with 
two hundred million people in 
the thrall of terror, hunger and 
slavery? 

Do slaves fight as the Red 
Army’s regulars and the Rus- 
sian peasant-guerrilists have 
fought against Hitler? Were 
those Five-Year Plans really a 
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flop when the man who con- 


trols the most perfect modern in- 
dustrial apparatus and the 
greatest mechanized army inthe 
world is forced to admit after 
seven months of “victorious” 
fighting that his troops still face 
an enemy superior both in 
equipment and numbers? Even 
the White Russian emigrés, 
whose sole occupation it has 
been for a quarter of a century 
to belittle, ridicule, blacken, 
slander and attack the new re- 
gime in their fatherland, were 
struck speehless with amaze- 
ment when Timoshenko and his 
colleagues not only fought back 
but hurled back the brown le- 
gions, and could only shrug 
their shoulders and say: ‘’This is 
not the Russia we knew! Human 
nature can be changed after all, 
it seems!” 

The Soviets began planning 
for this war as far back as 1928, 
the year when they launched 
their first Five-Year Plan. The 
first Five-Year Plan was to lay 
the foundations of the industrial- 
ization of European Russia. The 
collectivization of agriculture 
was to go hand in hand with the 
building of factories in order to 
supply the needs of the growing 
urban populations. The second 
Five-Year Plan was to be de- 
voted largely to light industry: 
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foodstuffs, clothing and hous- 
ing. 

But the threat of war from the 
side of Japan in 1931, the year 
of the invasion of Manchuria, 
threw the accent from light in- 
dustry, where it was being 
placed in anticipation of the 
second Five-Year Plan (the first 
Five-Year Plan having been 
completed in four years), back 
on the almost exclusive manu- 
facture of war materials. 

When the author of Mein 
Kampf came to power in 1933, 
the Russian leaders knew that 
the hour of attack had come ap- 
preciably nearer. Although the 
Russian people were still far be- 
hind the peoples of Europe and 
America in the enjoyment of 
the smaller comforts and ameni- 
ties of life, the Government 
scrapped most of the light indus- 
try projects which were to have 
overcome this enormous disad- 
vantage. The Government, to 
the detriment of the standard of 
living, but under the ever-larger 
looming threat of war, ordered 
a total mobilization of all ener- 
_ gies for the life and death strug- 
- gle which loomed more menac- 
ingly in the measure that Hitler 
speeded his preparations for 
war. 

Two months after Adolf Hitler 
had started to destroy the 
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Reich’s democratic institutions 
and to turn Germany’s illustri- 
ous schools into drill halls, the 
Soviet Government embarked 
on a project the direct historic 
consequence of which is the dis- 
missal of General von Brauch- 
itsch as commander-in-chief of 
the Reichswehr eight years la- 
ter: it decided on the transfer of © 
the center of gravity of the vast 
industrialization process from 
European Russia to Siberia. 

As far back as 1906 the great 
scientist, Dmitri Ivanovitch Men- 
deleyew had advanced the the- 
ory that, in view of the possibili- 
ties of settlement in the Siberian 
continent, the center of popula- 
tion of Greater Russia ought to 
lie in the neighborhood of Omsk. 
The possibilities for the execu- 
tion of this scheme were not re- 
alized until the October Revolu- 
tion. When the Germans occu- 
pied the Ukraine in 1918, Lenin 
pointed to the East, and it was 
under his administration that a 
beginning was made with the 
exploitation of the first coal and 
metal basin in Siberia, the so- 
called UralKusnitz Kombinat. 
The organization and exploita- 
tion of this rich basin was en- 
trusted to a Dutch engineer, Dr. 
S. J. Rutgers, who for that pur- 
pose had been imported from 
Holland. 
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In that same year, 1933, the 
industrialization of European 
Russia had advanced to a point 
where it could begin to furnish 
the equipment for the industrial- 
ization of Siberia. The first Five- 
Year Plan had turned out, ac- 
cording to a favorite expression 
in Russia at that time, the “ma- 
chines to make machines.” 

An All-Union Commission for 
the Division of Production Ef 
forts was set up in Leningrad in 
the fall of 1933, and functions 
there till this very day. This All- 
Union Commission, of which Dr. 
Rutgers became one of the chief 
consultants, divided the vast ter- 
ritories of the Soviet Union into 
eight independent geo-chemical 
or industrial areas. Only two of 
these areas were and are situ- 
ated in Europe, one in the high 
North and one in the Donetz. 
The other six, which were in 
time to come to represent nearly 
two-thirds of Greater Russia's 
total industrial capacity, are sit- 
uated beyond the Urals in Asia, 
that is: out of reach of both the 
Nazi and the Japanese bombing 
squadrons till this very day. 

There you have the whole se- 
cret of Russia's victorious re- 
sistance to the Nazi Blitzkrieg! 

This neither Herr Hitler nor his 
military lieutenants had taken 
into account; or else they had 
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considered it far too lightly 
when they embarked so confi- 
dently on their looting expedi- 
tion in June 1941. The Russian 
army might retreat and lose 
heavily both in manpower and 
material, — Russia’s manpower 
remained inexhaustible notwith- 
standing—and at least 
thirds of the material could al- 
ways be replaced so long as the 
German advance did not pene- 
trate beyond the Urals. There- 
fore even the loss of Moscow 
and Leningrad would in itself 
not have crippled the Red Army — 
beyond repair. 

In the 1941 campaign only 
one geo-chemical area out of 
eight, that of the Donetz, was 
temporarily lost to the Germans. 
It is being recovered, although 
in a ruined state, at this time of 
writing. The other area in Eu- 
rope, which is that of which Len- 
ingrad is the center and which 
stretches as far North as the 
Murmansk district on the White 
Sea, although under enormous 
pressure by the German-Finnish 
armies, escaped capture and 
destruction, although some of 
its huge hydro-electric installa- 
tions were severely damaged. 

Although the Russian retreat 
in the first six months of the war 
cost the Soviets their Ukrainian 
and Belo-Russian granaries, it 
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gave the Red Army this advan- 
tage that its lines of communica- 
tion with the industrial areas be- 
yond the Urals were constantly 
shortened, so that instead of get- 
ting weaker, as the German 
army was, because its supplies 
had to come over constantly 
lengthening lines of communi- 
cation, the Russian army grew 
‘stronger by moving always 
nearer its supply bases. 
Those supply bases were the 
twenty principal cities of Sibe- 
ria, who had seen their popula- 
tions rise from three millions to 
twelve millions in the course of 
the Five-Year Plans. The names 
of four of those cities will not be 
found on any pre-revolutionary 
map of Russia. 
A new system of railways 

had been laid out to link the 
eight independent geo-chemical 
units with each other and with 
Moscow when the war broke 
out. The first Five-Year Plan 
saw the completion of 6.500 kil- 
ometers of railroad, of which 
80 percent lay in Asia, includ- 
ing the Turksib Railway, link- 
_ing the Western Siberian coal 
and steel centers with the vast 
‘cotton-growing areas of Turkes- 
‘tan. 

| The second Five-Year Plan 
-brought, among other things, 


‘the opening up of the Arctic 


- 
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area, A canal was dug connect- 
ing the Baltic with the White 
Sea, and parallel with the canal 
came a double-track railway, 
which in years to come was to 
function as a line of supply 
against invaders coming from 
the direction of Finland, where 
Baron Mannerheim with the aid 
of foreign capital and engineers 
had been building a basis for 
attack in close proximity to the 
Leningrad area. 

In the course of the second 
Five-Year Plan the High North 
was conquered and the old 
dream of the Dutch navigators 
Barentsz and Heemskerk to 
force a passage to India via the 
Arctic Circle was turned into 
reality by the ships Siberiakoff, 
Cheljuchin and the Sadko, suc- 
cessively. The Trans-Siberian 
Railway was double-tracked 
and a new strategic railroad 
was built around the Northern 
shore of the Baikal Lake to pre- 
vent Vladivostok and the Far 
Eastern Maritime Provinces 
from being cut off in the event 
of a Japanese thrust northward 
against the Trans-Siberian road. 

On the occasion of my visit in 
1934 to the Autonomous Jewish 
Soviet Republic of Biro-Bidjan, 
itself a geo-chemical unit on 
which one of the Far Eastern ar- 
mies is dependent for its sup- 
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plies, that is to say, two years 
after the second Five-Year Plan 
had gone into operation, I 
passed through two of the new 
Siberian industrial areas, that 
of Werchne-Udinsk and that of 
Novo-Sibirsk. In both cities I 
saw scenes of activity: building, 
construction, steel mills arising 
and tractor and aircraft factories 
going up, as were not to come to 
mind again until America’s de- 
fense program got under way in 
1941. In Novo-Sibirsk I passed 
twenty-two miles of brand new 
factories and watched from a 
train window a procession of 
caterpillar tanks in which there 
were no less than two thousand 
units before I lost count. That 
was in 1934. In the Ukraine the 
huge Dnieperstroy dam was 
nearing completion. Every- 
where water-power was being 
harnessed to electrify cities and 
farms. 

In 1936 I met Dr. Rutgers, the 
chief Consultant of the All-Union 
Economic Planning Commission, 
while he was spending a few 
months of vacation in Scheven- 
ingen. He said that the Russian 
authorities felt a great relief that 
the colossal undertaking of 
transferring the industrial cen- 
ter of the Union from European 
Russia to Siberia had been suc- 
cessfully accomplished. The 
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construction of the two great 
sidelines of the Trans-Siberian 
Railway, one to Kjachta on the 
borders of Outer-Mongolia and 
the other to Chita on the border 
of Chelsuan, near China, had 
been the final projects bringing 


to a close the construction of © 


41.000 kilometers of railway. 
“So far, said Dr. Rutgers, 
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pencils tals aS 


speaking of the Soviet Govern-— 


ment, “they have got through 


without war. If they can avoid — 


war till 1942, which will see the 


completion of the third Five- | 


Year Plan, Russia will be safe _ 
from attack on all its borders _ 
from no matter what power or 
combination of powers. It is_ 


merely a question now for their 


diplomats to delay the outbreak © 


of war till that year by hook or 
by crook...” 

In spite of the fact that ‘its 
preparations for a total defense 
lacked fully five years, the So- 
viet Government offered its full 
military support to Czecho-Slo- 
vakia in 1937 on the supposition 
and on condition that the democ- 
racies would invoke the provi- 
sions of the collective security 
pacts. When that offer was dis- 
regarded by Daladier, Cham- 
berlain and Beck and the sur- 
render of the Czech bulwark ex- 
posed Russia’s Western borders 
to the full might of the German 
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war machine, Moscow had no 
other course left but to seek a 
delay in the German onslaught 
as long as possible, which 
meant no more than two or three 
years at the utmost. For Moscow 
knew as well as London and 
Washington that Hitler would 
strike Eastward before 1942, the 
year when the third and last 
Five-Year Plan would be ful- 
filled and therewith Russia's po- 
sition would have become in- 
vulnerable. 

The years of waiting were 
filled with diplomatic delaying 
maneuvers and with the secur- 
ing of territories that could and 
would serve as shock absorbers 
against the German attack 
whenever it should materialize. 
Baron Mannerheim was asked— 
not to surrender Finnish inde- 
pendence—but the sally-port for 
a fascist invasion of Russia on 
the Karelian Isthmus. When he 
refused, he was forcibly de- 
prived of that gun pointed at the 
heart of the Leningrad area. The 
| Baltic states were militarily oc- 
__cupied to put as many obstacles 
between Hitler and Soviet soil 
' as possible. 

Then Adolf Hitler struck at 
last and his machine of steel 
and death came _ thundering 
" pver the Slavic plain. “Never 
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strike," wrote Hitler in Mein 
Kampf, until you know that the 
first terrific blow will demoral- 
ize and paralyze the enemy”... 


“For a moment, during those 
first ten days,"’ declared Simeon 
Timoshenko in July 1941, “I 
was afraid that the unbeliev- 
able terror of that first German 
onslaught would throw our men 
into panic. When they kept their 
formation, however, and man- 
aged to withdraw in good order, 
I knew that the fascists were on 
the road to defeat’’... 


The world’s strategists, on the 
other hand, professional and 
otherwise, gave the Red Army 
six weeks, two months at the 
best. The Russian campaign, it 
was said, with doleful resigna- 
tion, would at least provide a 
short respite before the full fury 
of the Nazi power would be 
turned back on Britain, which 
had been left trembling in every 
limb by the last grand scale at- 
tack of the Luftwaffe in May. 

“We have our sword in the 
Russian monster's neck,”” wrote 
Goebbels in Das Reich in Au- 
gust. We are severing its jugu- 
lar vein and we can feel its hot 
blood pouring over our steady 
hand”... 


Some jugular vein! 
Some heat! 


GIANT POPE AND GIANT PAGAN 


By H. D. A. MAJOR 


HE author of the Pilgrim’s 


Progress writes: 

Now I saw in my dream, that at the 
end of this valley lay blood, bones, ash- 
es, and mangled bodies of men, even of 
pilgrims that had gone this way for- 
merly: and while I was musing what 
should be the reason, I espied a little be- 
fore me a cave, where two giants, Pope 
and Pagan, dwelt in old time; by whose 
power and tyranny the men whose 
bones, blood, ashes, etc., lay there, were 
cruelly put to death. But by this place 
Christian went without much danger; 
whereat I somewhat wondered: but I 
have learnt since, that Pagan has been 
dead many a day; and as for the other, 
though he be yet alive, he is, by reason 
of age, and also of the many shrewd 
brushes that he met with in his younger 
days, grown so crazy and stiff in his 
joints, that he can now do little more 
than sit in his cave’s mouth, grinning at 
pilgrims as they go by, and biting his 
nails because he cannot come at them. 

This was the religious situa- 
tion, at least of Europe, as seen 
by John Bunyan in the reign of 
Charles II. Paganism was ex- 
tinct. Romanism was on its last 
legs: Christian Puritanism had 
nothing to fear from it. The 
“shrewd brushes’’ which Ro- 
manism had experienced at the 
hands of Oliver Cromwell in Ire- 
land, and the way in which he, 
inspired by the noblest of Mil- 


ton’s sonnets 
Avenge, O Lord, Thy slaughtered 


saints, whose bones 
Lie scattered on the Alpine mountains 
cold, 


had terrorised the Duke of Sa- 
voy into ceasing the persecution 
of the Waldensian Church in 
1656, seemed to John Bunyan 
clear proofs that "God's English- 
man” might go forward on his 
way to the Celestial City with- 
out apprehension that the two 
giants would ever again ob- 
struct the pilgrims on their prog- 
ress. 


How changed is the situation 
to-day! Paganism has triumphed 
over the greater part of Europe, 
though how far this paganism is 
really pagan will be judged 
more justly by future historians 
than by contemporary critics. 
Mr. H. G. Wells in his latest vol- 
ume, Guide to the New World, 
had declared that the anti-God 
museums in Leningrad and Mos- 
cow are no more anti-God than 
I am: they expose, ruthlessly 
and convincingly, the tricks and 
sham miracles by which the 
Orthodox Priesthood bolstered 
up credulousness. 

On the other hand, the Lutheran 
Church in Germany is acclaim- 
ing the attack on Russia as a 
Christian crusade against the 
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hardly 
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deadly enemy of Christianity, 


and has sent the following effu- 
_ sive telegram to Hitler: 


The Council for Spiritual Affairs of the 
German Evangelical Church, meeting for 
the first time since the beginning of the 
decisive struggle in the East, assures 
you, once again, our Leader, in these ex- 
citing and stirring hours, of the un- 
changeable faithfulness and devotion of 
all Evangelical Christians in the Reich. 
You, our Leader, have banished the Bol- 
shevist danger in our own country, and 
now call our nation and the nations of 
Europe to the decisive onslaught against 
the deadly enemy of all order and all 
Western Christian Civilisation. The Ger- 
man nation, and with it, all its Christian 
members, thank you for this deed. (The 
Spiritual Issues of the War. No. 97, Sept. 


11, 1941.) 


If political alliances in the 
present war have exhibited an 
amazing capacity for changing 
sides, religious loyalties have 
shown a hardly less disconcert- 


ing variability. Is German Chris- 


tianity essentially pagan, and is 
Russian Paganism essentially 
Christian? These questions can- 
not be decisively answered at 
present. In short, is Giant Pagan 
about to become St. Christo- 
pher? 

As for Giant Pope, he is a 
less puzzling entity. 
Looked at from one point of 
view, he appears to be remark- 
ably like Giant Pagan; so John 
Hobbes thought when he wrote: 


The Roman Church is the ghost of the 


GIANT POPE AND GIANT PAGAN 21 


Roman Empire, sitting crowned on the 
grave thereof. 
The Church of Rome, if we 
viewed it as embodied in the 
history of the Papacy, has one 
great feature in common with 
the Pagan Roman Empire: it is 
the lust for power—universal to- 
talitarian absolutism is its eccle- 
siastical ideal. Tu regere impe- 
rio populos, Romane, memento. 
Looked at from another point of 
view, the Roman Church is es- 
sentially Christian in the simple 
piety, unflinching loyalty and 
resolute self-sacrificing activity 
of many of its members. The his- 
tory of the Roman Church ex- 
hibits an unending struggle be- 
tween two opposing ideals—the 
lust for mundane power, and 
the spirit of Christian service. 
Her recurring state is that de- 
scribed in G. K. Chesterton's 
clerihew: 

The Great Emperor Otto 

Could not decide upon a Motto. 

His mind wavered between 

L’Etat C’est Moi and Ich Diene. 
Where Hobbes was wrong was 
in regarding the Roman Chyrch 
as a ghost. We believe that the 
verdict of John Hobbes, like that 
of John Bunyan was too insular 
and too short-sighted. There is 
more to be said for Lord Ma- 
caulay’s well known verdict in 
his essay on Ranke’s History of 
the Popes: 
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Nor do we see any sign which indicates 
that the term of her (the Roman Church’s) 
long dominion is approaching. She saw 
the commencement of all the govern- 
ments and of all the ecclesiastical estab- 
lishments that now exist in the world: 
and we feel no assurance that she is not 
destined to see the end of them all. She 
was great and respected before the Sax- 
on had set foot on Britain, before the 
Frank had passed the Rhine, when Gre- 
cian eloquence still flourished at Anti- 
och, when idols were still worshipped in 
the Temple of Mecca. And she may still 
exist in undiminished vigour when some 
traveler from New Zealand shall, in the 
midst of a vast solitude, take his stand 
on a broken arch of London Bridge to 
sketch the ruins of St. Paul's. 


There is nothing ghost-like 
about the Roman Church. It is, 
as the late Alfred Fawkes used 
to say, “an extremely business- 
like affair’ which British Prot- 
estants can never judge rightly 
because they are always think- 
ing of it in terms of theology and 
cultus instead of as a highly cen- 
tralized and extremely well or- 
ganised  political-ecclesiastical 
institution possessed of vast ma- 
terial resources and a large 
storehouse of diplomatic sapi- 
ence. What chances of survival 
an institution of this kind may 
possess in an ideal world does 
not concern us now, but its pros- 
pects of survival in this world 
are very considerable if it 
knows, as it certainly does, how 
to deal judiciously with its po- 
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litical environment. 

A century ago the fifth Earl 
Stanhope, in his Notes of Con- 
versations with the Duke of Wel- 
lington, records in October 1839: 

“It is very alarming,” said the 
Duke, ‘to observe the progress 


that Popery seems to be making 


everywhere at present.” 
"What is the reason of that?” 
asked Arbuthnot. 


"The reason I take to be that 


Popery and Protestantism have 
changed sides as to their social 
relations. At the outset Protes- 
tantism took the side of popular 
claims. Popery on the other 
hand, ranked itself with the 
monarchical institution—with the 
aristocratic institution—with the 
institution, in short, of conserva- 
tion. The scene has now 
changed. Popery to make prose- 
lytes is ready to side with mod- 
ern republicanism; it espouses 
even the voluntary principle, 
when that will serve a present 
need. It is remarkable that the 
Papal government, which re- 
jects democracy and the volun- 


tary principle in its own Italian | 


states, readily encourages and 
avails itself of them elsewhere 
for the extension of its influ- 
ence and power.” (p. 179 f.) 

Semper eadem is said to be the 
motto of the Roman Church. The 
Church of Rome has developed 
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and changed in many ways 
since it first secured its monar- 
chial episcopate, but in one im- 
portant feature the Church of 
Rome has not changed at all. Its 
belief in its right to rule it has 
never lost. Its claim is that in- 
scribed on the front of St. John 
Lateran, 

Omnium urbis et orbis ecclesiarum mater 
. et caput 

The mother and head of all the Churches 

of the city and of the world. 

If the Papacy could change its 
policy, nay more, its very na- 
ture, and adopt as its motto the 
teaching of its patron, St. Peter 
—"Neither as being lords over 
_| God's heritage, but being en- 

_ samples to the flock” (I Peter V, 
| 3)-we might secure a really 
_ renovated and reunited Chris- 
_ tian Church, and Giant Pope 
| might come forth from his cave 
and take the place of Mr. Great- 
heart as the pilgrim’s guide to 
the Celestial City. 

But is such a conversion pos- 
| sible? Do not corporations pos- 
k sess a character as well 

_ marked, as permanent, and as 
| powerful as that possessed by 
| individuals (or rather, which 
possesses them), and does not 
| this character determine their 
destiny? However personally 
‘humble a Pope may be, how- 
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not conquer the spirit of the Pa- 
pal system. Arnold J. Toynbee 
in his interesting lecture Chris- 
tianity and Civilisation (the 
Burge Memorial Lecture for 
1940. Student Christian Move- 
ment Press, 1940) affirms his be- 
lief in the toughness of Chris- 
tian institutions, and the tough- 
est of them all is the Papal 
Church. It is like Charles II, “an 
unconscionable time a dying,” 
and unless Giant Pagan stran- 
gles Giant Pope, it seems quite 
unlikely that Giant Pope will die 
also, as Christian men have no 
desire to see a termination of 
this kind. But we have not faced 
the practical issue. To what is 
this revival of the strength of 
Giants Pope and Pagan due? It 
is due to the failure of the Relli- 
gion of Christ to be true to its 
Founder. 

The only effective remedy is 
to meet the forces of Giants 
Pope and Pagan by the urgent 
propagation of a form of the 
Christian Religion which de- 
pends not on the use of Author- 
ity and Power, but on the influ- 
ence and exercise of the spirit of 
love, truth and freedom in the 
name of Christ. Where the 
Christian Religion is loyal to His 
Spirit, it must prevail; but this 
loyalty is neither generated nor 
maintained without much effort. 


DAWN OVER DIXIE 
By HAROLD PREECE 


HE winter before last, my 

cousin, Dewey Simpson, who 
chops cedar for a dollar and a 
quarter a day in the “brakes” 
south of Leander, Texas, had the 
misfortune to lose his baby, 
youngest of a brood of seven. 
His wife, Cousin 
Bessie, told me 


gonna put you on trial for negli- 
gent homicide.” 

They brought Dewey before 
the judge in Georgetown. They 
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asked him whether he was © 
pleading “guilty” or “not guilty” - 


to the charge of starving his ba- 
by. Dewey is a 
tall man who is 


that “'the po’ lit- 
tle young-un jest 
dried up like a 
rabbit skin 
‘cause we had 
no cow to give it 
milk. When it 
stopped breath- 
in’, Dewey got 
some cedar 
planks, fixed up 
a box, and we 
carried it in a 
wagon over to 
the Post Oak 
buryin’ ground.” 

When they 


“T am proud to say, being a witness 
to the Memphis convention, that I 
learned a lesson last week. First of 
all everybody has an individual job 


in this organization. I know the 


foundation is of Christ Old—a friend, 


a brother, a keeper, a redeemer is 
the UCAPAWA, CIO.” 
Addie Strong, member of Local 
61, United Cannery, Agricul- 
tural, Packing and Allied 
Workers, CIO, Earle, Ark. 


* 


“A new light is shining and we are 
all waking up and will sleep no 
more.” 
Jesse L. Burton, Negro share- 
cropper and secretary of UCA- 
PAWA Local, 285, Camp Hill, Ala. 


always having © 


to hitch up his 


pants. He fum- | 


bled at his belt 
for a minute, 
then stood up 
straight, and 
looked the judge 
right in the eye. 

“You can't get 
milk out of ce- 
dar bark,”” Dew- 
ey told the 
judge. "My wife, 
Bessie, can't stir 
up flour biscuits 
out of acorns. 


got back from the Post Oak 
burying ground, Cousin Dewey 
and his family found the deputy 
sheriff from over at Georgetown 
waiting in front of their tent. 
I've come after you, Dewey,” 
the deputy said. ‘You let your 
baby starve to death, and we're 


When you've got seven young- 
uns to feed, you can't give ‘em 
nothin’ but sowbelly and corn 
mush on a dollar and a quarter 
a day.” 

This winter, Dewey has been 
thinking a lot that he doesn't say 
as he goes out with his axe to 
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work in the cedar brakes. The 
Southern hill people don’t have 
much use for “york-mouthed 
folks"—those who are always 


talking without realizing what 


they are saying. He saves what 
he has to say for the Sunday 


night meetings when he “ex- 


horts” at the Pentecostal church 
over on Big Bull Creek. 

Dewey knows that he can talk 
to the people—all ‘cedar brak- 
ers’ like himself—who attend 
his services. He gets up and 
spells out to them letters which 
he receives from Harry Koger of 
the International Woodworkers 
Association, a CIO union which 
is out to organize all the over- 
worked, underpaid, half-starved 
timber workers of the South. 
“Harry Koger is a Texas man 
and a Christian, and he’s com- 


in’ down here to see us some 


day soon,” Dewey says. Then 
he thinks of his dead baby and 
of that judge in Georgetown so 
he proceeds to tell what the CIO 
is. 

"The CIO,” he says, “is a lot 
of good folks who think that peo- 
ple oughta get paid more’n a 
dollar and a quarter a day. 
Them papers over at George- 
town say they're com-mv-nists. 
But the CIO is jest tryin’ to com- 
mune with the people as our 
Lord was when them Pharisees, 
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like they got over in George- 
town, taken him out and kilt 
him.” 

While Cousin Dewey is telling 
about the CIO at that little un- 
painted church on Big Bull 
creek, Aunt Myrtle Lawrence is 
saying about the same thing at 
the Baptist meeting in Colt, Ar- 
kansas. A cornfield preacher 
who once belonged to the Ku 
Klux Klan, Rev. A. L. Campbell, 
of Wilson, Arkansas, is urging 
the sharpecroppers in his con- 
gregation to join hands with 
their black brothers who have 
already signed CIO cards. And 
from his pulpit at Kirkwood, Mis- 
souri, a great Negro preacher 
and organizer, Rev. Owen Whit- 
field, is saying: 

I am trying to prove that the Negro 
has been hating the white man just as 
much as the white man has hated him. 
But those things are fading away 
through the work of UCAPAWA. As long 
as the white man cannot organize with 
the Negro and the Negro cannot organ- 
ize with the white man, both are doomed. 
—Every man and woman who has any « 


manhood or womanhood is not going to 
starve. 


There was a time when edu- 
cated southerners saw only deg- 
radation and ruin in our home- 
land. Those of us who had be- 
come articulate lived as isolated 
individuals in towns and vil- 
lages overridden by poverty 
and by the dark curse of racial 


~ 
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hatred. The South, we felt, was a 
lost land of lost people, encrust- 
ed with bitterness toward “dam- 
yankees” and other “furriners” 
who iried to change its feudal 
institutions. Many of us think 
now that we did not learn suffi- 
ciently the great lesson of Si. 
Paul—that those whom the 
world call poor and foolish have 
been chosen nevertheless to 
work out the mission of brother- 
hood and equality on earth. 
While we gloomily read Freud 
and Proust, whose writings 
seemed to be of the same fune- 
real color as the Southern scene, 
the forces of life were ripening 
in the South—ripening in the lit- 
tle fundamentalist churches 
which we shunned and among 
the mill hands whom we pitied. 
If we who were apart from our 
people make any new profes- 
sion of faith, it is this in all rev- 
erence—that salvation always 
comes from the poor whether at 
Bethlehem or at Camp Hill 
where Ralph Gray, sharecrop- 
per organizer who thoughi not 
of himself, was butchered for be- 
ing what the planters call a 
“bad nigger.” 

Something of the same proc- 
ess is going on in the South that 
was operating in ancient Rome 
when the old pagan cults, tribal 
and mutually exclusive, were 
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yielding before the new interna- 
tional religion preached by the 
Carpenter. The Southern pagan- 
isms of lynching, disfranchise- 
ment through the poll tax, and 
the heartbreaking peonage of 
sharecropping are giving way, 
gradually butsurely, to new ten- 
ets of faith—equality before the 
law, the right of every adult citi- 
zen to vote, and the right of ~ 
every man to earn a decent liv- = 
ing for himself and family. 

In their new awakening, the 
Southern people are giving a 
new lease on life both to Protes- 
tantism andtodemocracy. Some 
historian of the future may well — 
write that American Protestant- © 
ism was saved from death by 
attrition by these poorest Prot- 


_estants, white and black, whose 


profound sense of religion would 
not permit them to longer toler- 
ate injustice and inequality. 
The Southern union man to- 
day pays his dues, goes on the 
picket line when it is necessary, 
gets in his jaloppy and helps 
other workers organize. There 
are hundreds of thousands like 
him—men and women who hold 
organization cards of textile, ho- 
siery, tobacco, or mine workers. 
But he continues to maintain an 
active membership in the 
church, and it was professing 
Christians like him who laid the 
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basis for the present process of 
emancipation which was inter- 
rupted by the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln, himself born 
of the Southern poor whites. 

For generations, the church 
was the only functioning organ 
of democracy in the South, Mike 
Ross, 23-year-old leader of the 
AFL Bakers Union at Charlotte, 
North Carolina, told me. “It was 
our forum and our social center, 
the place where we got baptized 
and the place where we met to 
talk politics with the neighbors.” 


“Most of the citizens of the 
South are disfranchised because 
of the poll tax, literacy or prop- 
erty qualifications. But in the 
Protestant churches of the South, 
the youngest member even if he 
is a child of ten and the oldest 
member — maybe his grandma 
of eighty—have a vote and a 
voice in choosing the deacon or 
deciding whether the church 
shall have a new roof. A poor 
man with talent can’t be elected 
to Congress from the South, but 
he can wield a powerful influ- 


ence for good as moderator of 


his district Baptist Associa- 
tion.” When we started waking 
up during the depression, it was 
natural that we should express 
ourselves through our only free 
institution—the church. Lots of 
unions were started in Southern 
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churches, lots of anti-poll tax 
clubs and civil liberties commit- 
tees. The worst mobs hesitated 
to come after a meeting held in 
a church even though they 
would have been out with tar 
buckets after any gathering in 
a private hall.” 


It was on the grounds of a 
country church in Louisiana— 
Mount Carmel Baptist near Let- 
tesworth—that I saw a concrete 
example of that new feeling of 
brotherhood which is crowding 
the Ku Klux Klan out of the 
South. White Christians and Ne- 
gro Christians, members of the 
Louisiana Farmers Union, sat 
together at long outdoor tables 
for ‘dinner on the grounds” at 
a union rally. ‘The true commu- 
nion of the saints,’ I thought as 
State Organizer Clinton Clark, a 
friendly broad-shouldered Ne- 
gro, invited me to sit down and 
have a plate of barbecue. After 
dinner, they started singing 
their own adaptations of famil- 
iar old hymns. I remember the 
stirring refrain of one of them, a 
local paraphrase of the old spir- 
itual, "No More Mourning”: 

And before I'll be a slave, 
I'll be buried in my grave, 
Take my place with those 
Who loved and fought before. 

Local congregations in Loui- 

siana are backing Clinton Clark 
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and the Louisiana Farmers 
Union in organizing coopera- 
tives as a means of breaking the 
traditional sharecropping sys- 
tem in that state. A federal-spon- 
sored system of cooperatives on 
a large scale are needed in the 
South along with abolition of the 
poll tax and passage of a fed- 
eral anti-lynching law so that 
Southerners may exercise their 
constitutional rights to assemble 
and speak without fear of being 
' mobbed. Clinton Clark is a Prot- 
estant layman. Many other lead- 
ers of the Southern people, how- 
ever, are to be found among the 
traditional “cornfield preach- 
ers’'—ministers who, like old 
Brother Stoke Enochs back 
home, work with their hands six 
days a week and preach ‘’some- 
whars” on Sunday. These 
preachers, who often have to 
borrow ‘Sunday pants” to ful- 
fill their appointments, express 
the deeply Protestant mind of 
the South. 


Under the guidance of organ- 
izations such as Highlander 
Folk School and Claude Wil- 
liams’ Institute of Applied Reli- 
gion, they help their people find 
forms of organization which will 
guarantee the South's two most 
crying needs: bread and free- 
dom. Always when I remember 
Southern ministers who have 
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tried to bring their people a lit- 
tle nearer to the conception of 
Christ's kingdom, I think of the 
courageous Negro preacher, El- 
bert Williams, lynched at 
Brownsville, Tennessee, in 1939, 
for organizing Negroes and poor 
whites to register for the ballot. 
His poor mangled body resting 
in some obscure cemetery, El- — 
bert Williams is yet a living © 
voice of that South which strug- 
gles to live. 


Everywhere in the South to- © 
day, country preachers who 
have caught something of the © 
prophetic vision are sowing the 
seeds of the New South, sprout- 
ing up from the smoky mills and 
the abused, eroded land. The 
CIO at its recent convention an- 
nounced that its next objective 
was to organize the South. It 
will find the way already paved 
by the devoted work of Southern 
preachers like Elbert Williams 
of Tennessee, Claude Williams 
of Arkansas, Don West of Geor- 
gia, Owen Whitfield of Southern 
Missouri, and Gerald Harris of 
Alabama. And if today, South- 
ern congressmen, elected by 
poll tax minorities, attempt to — 
legislate shackling restrictions 
on labor and the common peo- 
ple North and South, it is be- 
cause they fear the awakening © 
of their own people manifested 
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through such organizations as 
the AFL and CIO unions, the 
Peoples Institute of Applied Re- 
ligion and the Southern Confer- 
ence for Human Welfare. They 
have cause for dread even in 
that little denomination of poor 
whites, the Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, which in one paragraph 
of its discipline forbids its mem- 
bers to attend te movies but in 
the very next section says: 

_ “The preceding paragraph is 
not intended to prohibit consist- 
ent association with a legal ef- 
fort on the part of labor, to pre- 
vent oppression and injustice 
from capitalism.” 


More than anything else, the 
Southerners who sit in high 
places fear the new feeling be- 
tween white man and black man 
which will heal the sickening 
old hates and, with the final 
abolition of the poll tax, mean 
new faces from the South in 
Washington. 


Today, we people of the South 
stir restlessly. For generations, 
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we have lived under something 
resembling Fascism which has 
arrogantly usurped the political 
forms of democracy. We know 
how the people of France feel 
about Hitler because we have 
Eugene Talmadge and Martin 
Dies. 

We have much to learn. But 
the essential genius of our peo- 
ple seizes upon the smallest op- 
portunity and turns it to the ac- 
count of freedom. In Eastern Ar- 
kansas, sharecroppers, for in- 
stance, continue to organize 
even though they have to em- 
ploy secret passwords and form 
defense squads to carry on their 
union activities. We know that 
we are going to win our battle 
for democracy. We feel that our 
victory will revitalize democ- 
racy and genuine religion in the 
rest of America. 

Until a few years ago, the 
South lived perpetually in its 
yesterdays. Today, we are clear- 
ing brush and plowing ground 
for the future. 


The Protestant Church of France has officially protested 
against the Vichy anti-Semitic laws. Petain has agreed to discuss 


revocation measures. 


—REYNOLDs NEws, Sept. 28, 1941 


RELIGION UNDER SOVIET RULE 


By JAMES MAYNARD 


FEW days after Hitler flung 

his Nazi hordes on Soviet 
Russia, newspapers informed 
their startled readers that 12,000 
people had thronged Moscow 
churches on Sunday and prayed 
fervently for Russia's victory. 
The Head of the Old Orthodox 
Church, Metropolitan Sergey, 
Acting Patriarch, and 26 priests 
blessed Russian arms in Mos- 
cow Cathedral. In a call to his 
flock, the Patriarch said: ‘Hitler 
is an enemy of the people, an 
enemy of Christendom. We ap- 
peal to believers to rise in de- 
fense of their country.” 

Behind this call to Russian 
Christians lies a story of a free 
religious tolerance and an end 
of the anti-Church excesses 
which marked the early period 
of the Soviet regime. Unfortu- 
nately, the position of religion 
in the U.S.S.R. has too often been 
obscured by political passions 
which have made difficult any 
objective study of its past and 
future. 

But the crowded churches in 
Moscow reveal two enlightening 
facts: firstly, that public reli- 
gious worship is not forbidden; 


—The Church became an open 
counter-revolutionary force. 


secondly, that all Russia is not 
atheist. Until these reports, the 
outside world had thought of 
Russia as a vast Godless State 
that had cast out religion and 
persecuted the few believers. 
Christians in most countries had 
read that churches were dese- 
crated, anti-religious museums 
opened and atheist propaganda 
enforced, and some believed 
that Russia had lost her soul. 

These ideas of religion in Rus- 
sia were based on dated facts 
and were sometimes a little too 
emotional. They displayed little 
confidence in the power and en- 
ergy of Christian thought. For — 
the feelings of men, rooted in 
their primeval existence, are 
much older than their thoughts, 
and change much slower, how- 
ever sharp and revolutionary 
are the changes in political and 
economic systems. Men cling to 
their experiences and wage a 
stubborn internal struggle be- 
fore their feelings can be modi- 
fied by new ideas or fresh expe- 
riences. That universal process 
through which man passes af- 
fects also a Socialist State like 
the U.S.S.R. 
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Belief in God has entered too 
deeply into man’s inner con- 
sciousness, and religion has too 
greatly influenced man’s his- 
tory, for any political party to 
abolish religion by suppressing 
it or attacking it with a mate- 
rialist philosophy. 

Perhaps it is even more so 
with the deeply religious Rus- 
sian people, who have for dec- 
ades maintained both a person- 
al devotion to Christian ideals 
and a traditional hatred of the 
Greek Orthodox Church. To un- 
derstand it, we must glance at 
the social background from 
which antipathy to the Church 
arose. 

The brooding and oppressive 
atmosphere of the Old Russia of 
the Tsars is clearly reflected in 


_ the gloom and pessimism of Rus- 


sian literature and music. Even 
the word ‘’Nitchevo” (what does 
it matter) expresses the resigned 
feelings of helplessness which 
hung over Russia. The Tsars ex- 
ploited the workers and op- 
pressed the peasants and 
drenched in blood their strug- 
gles for freedom. They were aid- 
ed by the Byzantine Orthodox 


_ Church, who offered only spirit- 


ual comfort to their tormented 
lives. It even blessed and’ sup- 
ported the cruel measures of the 


_ Tsars against the Russian peo- 
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ple. For these reasons the people 
identified the Church with the 
repressive policy of the Tsars, 
and hated it too. 

The peoples suffered and the 
intelligentsia brooded in the 
“prison of nations” called the 
Russian Empire. In such a coun- 
try the 19th century anti-clerical- 
ism of Voltaire and Diderot 
found fertile soil. The Russian 
thinkers embraced the new hu- 
manist philosophy which taught 
the brotherhood of man and the 
hatred of the Church. They 
preached and sang the new phi- 
losophy to a people longing for 
deliverance, for they regarded 
the Church as the spiritual part- 
ner of the Tsar in opposing their 
bid for freedom from the shack- 
les of a feudal existence. 

Anti-religious feeling flared 
up later in 1905 after the abor- 
tive revolt, for the Church had 
sided with the Tsar in suppres- 
sing the rising. Again, when 
Father Gapon led a procession 
to the Winter Palace in Lenin- 
grad to petition the ‘’Little Fa- 
ther’ (Tsar) to redress their 
grievances. As they advanced 
on the Palace, soldiers opened 
fire on them and many were 
mown down before the hail of 
bullets. It was afterwards al- 
leged by the revolutionaries 
that Father Gapon was a police 
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agent and had deliberately led 
them into an ambush. A wave of 
anti-religious feeling swept 
through Russia when the news 
of the shooting was made 
known. 

As the tide of revolution rose 
in Russia, so the Tsar Nicholas II 
increased his repressive meas- 
ures, resorting to the Black Hun- 
dreds and pogroms to stop the 
flow. The gap between the 
Church and people widened as 
the Church assumed a more re- 
actionary role. 

The Church finally divorced 
itself from the people after the 
October Revolution in 1917, 
when it sided with the White 
forces in the civil war, and in 
the eyes of the Bolshevik work- 
ers and peasants became an 
open counter-revolutionary 
force. 

The first act of the Bolsheviks 
on assuming power was to fol- 
low the example of the French 
Revolution and disestablish the 
Church from the State. There fol- 
lowed a campaign designed to 
break the power of the Greek 
Orthodox Church and eliminate 
its influence. About 20,000 
churches—a third of all — were 
closed and converted into muse- 
ums and schools, while some 
24,000 chapels were turned into 
local clubs. Most serious loss to 
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the Church was its annual in- 
come of 500 million roubles and 
its bank deposit which reached 
eight billion. 

By proclaiming religion a pri- _ 
vate affair and withdrawing the 
State subsidy, the Bolsheviks 
left the Church to depend on its © 
spiritual appeal and be main- 
tained by its believers—a condi- © 
tion which cannot be deplored | 
in a country like Russia, where 
the Church had waxed fat on the 
poverty of its flock. 

As the Soviet Government | 
grew stronger and felt it had 
broken the counter-revolution- 
ary character of the Russian 
Church, it relaxed its restrictions 
on priests and believers and be- 
came quite tolerant in its atti- 
tude to religion. 

This feeling was expressed in 
the new Constitution drawn up 
in 1936, in which all traces of 
anti-clericalism are completely 
eliminated. Under it, for the first 
time, priests have the right to 
vote and be elected to the Su- 
preme Soviet (Parliament). Free- 
dom of worship is guaranteed in 
Article 124 of the Constitution, 
which reads: ‘In order to ensure 
freedom of conscience, the 
church in the U.S.S.R. is sepa- 
rated from the State, and the 
school from the church. Freedom 
of religious worship and free- 
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dom of anti-religious propagan- 
da is recognized for all citizens.” 

In Russia today the Orthodox 
Church is represented by two 
movements, the Old Church and 


~the New Church. The first is 


headed by Metropolitan Sergey, 
Acting Patriarch, and the sec- 
ond by the First Hierarch, Metro- 
politan Vitaliy. They both have 
their own buildings in Moscow. 
The supreme authority of these 
Churches are 28 Metropolitans 
and Bishops. 

Despite the number of church- 
es closed, there are still 8,338 
churches, synagogues and 
mosques in the Soviet Union, 
with 58,442 ministers and 30,000 
religious communities with 20 or 
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more members. All these wor- 
shipers can freely practice, bap- 
tize their children, keep ikons in 
their homes, celebrate religious 
festivals and elect leaders of the 
religious communities. 

Buildings for religious pur- 
poses are provided free of 
charge and exempt from the 
usual taxes by the Soviet Gov- 
ernment. Anyone who tries to 
violate the rights of believers by 
offending their feelings and jeer- 
ing at their beliefs is severely 
punished in Soviet courts. 

The sacred rights of the indi- 
vidual, irrespective of race, col- 
or or religion, are respected in 
this strange land, which is prac- 
ticing Christianity without ac- 
cepting its theory. 


Father Coughlin’s shabby cynicism reaches a high point in an article entitled 
“Let's Have Confidence,” published in the December 29, 1941, issue of Social Justice. 
The article opens with the statement: “On all sides, as a result of the Pearl Harbor 
debacle, unnecessary misgivings are cropping up about our ability to carry war 
successfully into the Orient.’ These misgivings, the priest of Royal Oak goes on to 
say, should be discarded”. . . we say to our readers—have confidence. At the helm 
stands President Roosevelt, who is Commander-in-Chief of Army and Navy.” And 
the President, Coughlin observes, is surrounded by a number of “geniuses whose 
ability is unquestioned and whose loyalty in this crisis is above suspicion.” The 
article lists a score of these “geniuses.” The names, almost without exception, are 
Jewish. In all cases, the individuals named have been subject to vitriolic slander 
in past issues of Social Justice. No Coughlinite will fail to understand the treason- 
able implications of this snide Jew-baiting. 


—The Hour 


THE GREAT SYNTHESIS 


By DAVID LORD 


NE of the major phenomena 
of the western world is the 
divorce between religious or 
moral thinking on the one hand 
and social thinking on the other. 
This divorce is so absolute that 
the religious-minded and the so- 
cial-minded have been forced to 
live in closed 


attitude of the latter has not aid- 
ed the religious-minded in pro- 
moting the positive features of 
their program. 

Officially, the religious-mind- 
ed and the social-minded have © 
claimed to pursue the same 


ends, but the results indicate © 


that they have 


compartments, 
with a mutual 


hostility so great 


that contact and 
collaboration 
have been re- 
duced to negli- 
gible propor- 
tions. 

The outstand- 
ing result of this 
split personality 
has been the 
growth of that 


“Communism,” says Hewlett 
Johnson, “has served religion 
by challenging the irreligious 
dualism of Greek thought 
which separated life into two 
parts, religious and secular, 
thus perverting the religion 
which we inherited from the 
Hebrews and which culmi- 
nated in Jesus.” The attempt 
to drive Soviet Russia out of 
the Christian community, 
where it rightfully belongs, 
must be halted. 


spent much of 
their time fight- 
ing each other 
while the social 
evils they 
sought to com- 
bat grew strong- 
er. 

This dualism 
of thought has 
brought western 
man to the very 
brink of ruin — 
so close that it 


philosophy and 

type of human conduct which 
we call Fascism and which has 
come closer than anything else 
in man’s history to doing away 
altogether with both religious- 
mindedness and social-minded- 
ness. This is true because the 
attitude of the religious-minded 
has tended to nullify the efforts 
of the social-minded, while the 


can now be said 
that unless he is able to bridge 
the chasm between religion and 
social thought he will face cer- 
tain disaster in a not distant fu- 
ture. Synthesis between the two 
is the great problem of our day, 
and the consummation of this 
synthesis cannot be long de- 
layed. 
This pervasive dualism ex- 
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tends into every field of thought. 
Men who set the intellectual 
pace in the arts frequently re- 
flect a social point of view, but 
seldom a religious one: they 
look upon religions as an ene- 
my, as a tool of the forces they 
are attacking. Religion, whether 
it has purposely sought the 
alignment or not, has been ma- 
neuvered into the position of 
defender of the status quo, and 
a whole body of western anti- 
clerical literature has grown up 
in modern times strongly sug- 
gestive of the anti-clerical litera- 
ture of the Mediterranean coun- 
tries. Were this trend to con- 
tinue, the Protestant churches of 
the western world would eventu- 


_ ally find themselves cut off from 


the masses of the people just as 
the Catholic church of Spain 
was cut off from the Spanish 
people during recent years 
when this church merged with 
anti-social Fascism to bring 
about the ruin of religion in that 
country. 

A few years ago religion was 
altogether out of fashion with 
most intellectual leaders of the 
west. It had lost its hold, and 
the men who continued to flock 


_ to its cause did not improve the 


situation because they were not 
true spiritual leaders. The men 
who turned their backs on reli- 
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gion, however, did not turn their 
backs on morality and justice. 
This is highly significant. They 
turned from religion because it 
no longer served as a weapon 
in the struggle for a moral uni- 
verse, and gave their adherence 
to other causes, usually political, 
which replaced religion in this 
function. 

A typical western intellectual 
attitude is that of the American 
poet Stephen Crane, who did as 
much as any other man to inau- 
gurate the literature of social 
criticism which in America cul- 
minated in Dreiser, Steinbeck, 
Richard Wright and other social 
idealists of this generation. 
Crane was a leading church- 
baiter of his time, but his col- 
lected poetical works show him 
to have been a man of intensely 
moral nature. Of the 108 poems, 
66 deal with God and moral 
problems; only 42 are concerned 
with other matters. The three 
writers mentioned above also 
give preponderant attention to 
the problem of good and evil. 
This indicates that they are ful- 
filling a function which properly 
belongs to the church. 

The church will not again be 
great until this function returns 
to it. But it will never return un- 
less the church adopts the so- 
cial-mindedness that men look 
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to for comfort and guidance dur- 
ing the present period of history. 
It cannot be brought back by at- 
tempts to destroy the scientific 
age, as was done recenily in 
Spain, nor by attacking lay ef- 
forts to achieve a just society, 
as in Russia, nor by alignment 
with those who oppose social 
justice in other lands. It can be 
brought back only by adopting 
the program of the new leaders 
who have secured a mass fol- 
lowing on moral grounds, by in- 
corporating the program for so- 
cial betterment with the pro- 
gram of the church. 

When this is done the fatal 
schism in man’s soul will be 
healed, and Fascism, whose 
goal is the destruction of all 
moral values and the setting up 
of a social order controlled by 
the devil, will no longer be able 
to wax strong and insolent on 
the spiritual disunity of man. 

Men will no longer give their 
full support to a religion which 
concerns itself with crusades 
against vice and alcoholism 
while ignoring the social condi- 
tions that bring about these 
evils, nor will they give their 
full support to a church which 
is such a faithful reflection of the 
prevailing social inequality that 
they suspect it of lack of since- 
rity and purpose. 
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When the churches begin to 
fulminate against the evils that 
breed Fascism, then they will 
receive the full support of the 
present generation of men; and 
when they seek sincerely to 
bridge the gap that divides 
man’s soul into warring camps, 
they will receive the eager sup- 
port of the social-minded who 
now regard the churches with 
suspicion and fear. 

The western world now has 
the greatest opportunity in its 
history of merging religion and 
morality—they are really the 
same thing—of again achieving 
moral leadership at a time when 
the social-minded, who formerly 
decried religion, are more will- 
ing than at any time in the past 
fifty years to give it a trial. 

This opportunity must be 
seized by all responsible lead- 
ers of the western world in order 
that the spiritual unity of man 
might again be achieved. The 
vision of Hewlett Johnson, who 
has seen the religious reality be- 
hind the social progress in the 
Soviet Union, must be acquired 
by the responsible leaders of 
the church everywhere. Only in 
this way can Fascism, and the 
possibility of its return, be ban- 
ished forever from the world. 

“Communism,” says Hewlett 
Johnson, “has served religion 
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by challenging the irreligious 
dualism of Greek thought which 
separated life into two parts, re- 
ligious and secular, thus per- 
verting the religion which we in- 
herited from the Hebrews and 
which culminated in Jesus.” 


This is the dualism which al- 
lowed the western world to 
preach salvation to a man in 
church and starve him to death 
on the outside. Where this atti- 
tude led can be plainly seen in 
the wreckage of our crumbling 
world. 

The attempt to drive Soviet 
Russia out of the Christian com- 
munity, where it rightfully be- 
longs, must be halted, as must 
the attempt to give irreligious 
materialism, which is Fascism, 
the mask of religion in order to 
fasten it on the Christian world 
as a substitute for the Christian- 


_ ity which so many leaders of fi- 


nance and industry, who are the 
spiritual godfathers of Fascism, 
want to discard. 

We must learn to think sim- 
ply, as the leaders of the church 
were able to-think in early 
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times; we must learn to distin- 
guish between good and evil, 
and must learn to eschew the 
latter even when it comes with 
the blessings of our social lead- 


ers. 

The world of the future will be 
a union of morality and science, 
and this world will represent the 
great synthesis toward which 
man has been striving through- 
out his history—not a spiritual 
world and a material world as 
separate entities, not a Protes- 
tant world, a Catholic world, a 
Jewish world, a Mohammedan 
world, a Buddhist world, but a 
world in which all have their 
place in the sun as part of the 
unified kingdom of man. 

This should be the result of 
the victory over Fascism. With- 
out it, the fruits of victory will 
have no lasting value, and 
chaos will again ensue. With- 
out it, man will not recover his 
belief in God, but will sink. 
deeper and deeper into irreli- 
gion and despair, and the west- 
ern world and all it stands for 
will go down in final ruin. 


FALANGISM, SINARCHISM AND 


ULTRAMONTANISM 


By H. RUTLEDGE SOUTHWORTH 


ILLIAM TEELING, the Ro- 

man Catholic writer, in 
1937 in his book “Pope Pius XI 
and World Affairs,” wrote: 

Spain has been rightly considered the 
most Catholic country in the world, but 
her importance for 
the Catholic Church 
lies more in the fact 
that she is, together 
with Portugal, the 
mother country for 
the whole of South 
America and Central 
America. 

The wisdom 
of Teeling’s ob- 
servation can 
be seen in the 
development of 
a pattern of political strategy 
around South and Central 
America following the victory 
of the political Church in Spain. 

This political strategy drives 
from two directions. First, the 
political Church encourages fas- 
cist, anti-democratic, anti-United 
States political movements such 
as Falangism and Sinarchism 
throughout Latin America. Sec- 
ondly, the political Church in- 
sistently tells the United States 
that Catholicism is the only 


democracy. 


It would be more than ill-ad- 
vised opportunism for the 
United States to yield now to 
Catholic pressure on the inter- 
American program. It would 
be a gross betrayal of those 
liberals throughout the Amer- 
icas who have in these years 
of crisis proved themselves 
the true friends of American 


basis on which hemispheric 
unity and understanding can be 
bulwarked against the fascist 
threat in Latin America. It of- 
fers itself as the only means by 
which these fascist menaces can 
be successfully 
opposed. 

If we look at 
these two oper- 
ations as parts 
of a whole, we 


pears to be a 
rather sinister 
pattern. 

Let us look at 
the first line of 
attack. 

The two most powerful pro- 
fascist and anti-democratic 
movements in Spanish America 
today are the Spanish Phalanx 
and the National Sinarchist 
Union. Both of these movements 
are (1) supported by political 
elements in the Roman Catholic 
Church and are (2) opposed to 
Latin American collaboration 
with the United States. 

The official bonds tying the 
Roman Catholic Church to the 
fascist Phalanx could hardly be 
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stronger. The Foreign Service of 
the Spanish Phalanx is today 
directed by Foreign Minister 
Ramon Serrano Sufer’s chief 
aide, Felipe Jiménez de Sando- 
val from the Foreign Ministry in 
Madrid. From that same Minis- 
try are guided the activities of 
Spain's religious missionaries— 
scattered throughout the world 
and especially prominent in 
Spanish America. 


On March 29, 1940, there was 
established in the Spanish For- 
eign Ministry a Superior Coun- 
cil of Spanish Religious Missions 
Abroad, including on its board 
representatives of all the Span- 
ish missionary religious orders. 
At the founding ceremony pre- 
sided over by the Spanish For- 
eign Minister, 47 Spanish mis- 
sionaries were decorated with 
various degrees of the Order of 
Isabella the Catholic. 

Reporting this event, Arriba, 
Madrid's Falangist organ, 
stated: 

The missions maintained by Spanish 
friars and clerics in the territory once 
belonging to the Spanish Empire and in 
other lands, where if the swords of our 
warriors did not come, the cross of the 
Spanish missionaries did, are numerous 
and of great worth. These missions give 


valuable, inestimable stimulus to the 
feeling of hispanidad in the other na- 
tions of our race, our speech and our 


religion. 
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The Foreign Ministry budget 
of fascist Spain for the current 
fiscal year allots 150,000 pesetas 
for the work of the Spanish re- 
ligious missions abroad be- 
cause of the “significant work 
being done by the religious mis- 
sions of all the orders and the 
fruitful consequences derived 
from that work for Spanish ac- 
tion and influence abroad.” 

Many Spanish American 
churchmen proudly wear deco- 
rations from the fascist Franco. 
On April 4, 1940, in Madrid, 
General Franco awarded the 
Great Cross of Isabella the Cath- 
olic to Sabas Sarasola, Bishop 
of the Dominican Missions in 
Peru; to Tomas Aspe, Bishop of 
Cochabamba, Bolivia; to Fran- 
cisco Cerro, 8.J., chaplain of the 
Bolivian Army. The Medalla de 
los Comendadores was given to 
Father Lazaro Lamadrid, profes- 
sor at the seminary of Guate- 
mala, and the Medalla de la 
Encomienda to Father Simon 
Sarasola, director of the Ob- 
servatory of Bogota. Present at 
this glittering function were 
prominent Spanish churchmen 
from all over the world, includ- 
ing Tomas Tascan, provincial of 
the Dominicans in the Philippine 
Islands. 


But not only do the poliitcal 
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churchmen work with the fascist 
regime in Spain. They also work 
with the world-wide extension of 
that fascist movement, the For- 
eign Service of the Spanish 
Phalanx. Falangist publications 
in Latin America stress with pic- 
tures and text the close ties bind- 
ing the movement to the Church. 
Catholic priests publicly partici- 
pate in Falangist functions, and 
uniformed Falangists have filled 
the great cathedrals of the New 
World to hear memorial masses 
chanted to their dead killed in 
their anti-democratic crusade in 
Spain. A standard feature of the 
uniformed, militarized Falangist 
gatherings in Spanish America 
is the field mass, where the 
union of the fascist movement 
and the political church is sol- 
emnized. 


The churchmen thus partici- 
pating publicly in the work of 
the Phalanx have never been 
rebuked by their superiors. 


The fascist state of Spain and 
its foreign extension are mili- 
tantly opposed to Pan-American- 
ism. Typical of Spain’s attitude 
is the following from Arriba 
(July 21, 1940): 

We must not forget that the second 
part of the Message of Monroe was an 
answer to the Holy Alliance which in 
the Conference of Verona in 1823 de- 
cided to restore Spanish rule to the 


rebellious colonies . . . Monroeism is, 


then, of offensive origin for us, since it 
violates for us a dogma as indelible as 
that of the Hispanicism ‘of our America. 


The same newspaper wrote 
on the following day: 

The interference of the United States 
in the politics of the Spanish American 
nations can have consequences as seri- 
ous as the interference of England in 
Europe. 

The foreign branches of the 
Phalanx, working in every coun- 
try of South America, are also 
violently opposed to Pan Ameri- 
canism. Their literature is pro- 
Nazi, pro-Fascist, anti-British, 
anti-United States and anti- 
Semitic. Antén de Zuera wrote 
in Hispanidad, the Falangist or- 
gan of Mexico (Dec. 5, 1940): 

With Monroeism as a political instru- 
ment, Anglo-Saxon interests have sought 
to prevent the greatness of the Hispanic 
American nations, killing the civilizing 


and generating life-blood of the new 
forces of the Empire. 


A headline in the same news- 
paper (Feb. 6, 1941) says: 
Buenos Aires, Catholic and Hispanic, 


opposed to Washington, 
Protestant and Jewish. 


Like the Phalanx, the National 
Sinarchist Union of Mexico is 
anti-democratic, has the support 
of political elements of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, and is 
opposed to Latin American col- 
laboration with the United 
States. The movement, founded 


barbarous, 
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on May 23, 1937, shortly after 
the outbreak of the war in 
Spain, now claims more than 
half a million members. 

It is openly anti-democratic. 
One of its oft-repeated slogans 
is: 

Sinarchism fights for the restoration 
of the Christian Order, and liberal de- 
mocracy as well as Nazi-Fascism and 
Communism is contrary to that Order. 

The Sinarchist program is a 
vaguely-expressed fascism. It is 
not a “political party,” but a 
“national movement.” A state- 
ment says: 

We are not a political party; we have 
never been a political party; nor will 
we permit ourselves to become one in 
the future. 

“We are nationalists and 
nothing more,’ the statement 
continues. But there are also im- 
perialist aspects to the move- 
ment. Sinarchists have been re- 
ported in Argentina and Central 
America. The movement is offi- 
cially recruiting members 
among the mistreated Mexican 
laborers of the American south- 
west and a large percentage of 
the contributions listed in its 
weekly newspaper come from 
Texas and California. Also, like 
all fascist parties, it condemns 
the present system, attacks both 
Left and Right, and then prom- 
ises a remedy that will increase 
the income of the poor, without 
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touching the property of the rich. 

It claims to be for the worker 
but is opposed to labor unions 
and upholds “joyful Franciscan 
poverty.’ The tenth point of its 
program says, “Sinarchism con- 
demns race hatred,” but its 
newspaper slurs the Jews. 

Commenting on this record, 
the New York Post columnist 
Samuel Grafton wrote: "These 
inconsistencies are not foolish;. 
they are malevolently clever. 
They explain the speed of the 
movement's growth, just as 
seeming _‘inconsistencies’ ex- 
plain the speed of Nazism’s 
growth.” 

Salvador Abascal, the lead- 
ing figure in the movement and 
now in charge of the Sinarchist 
colonizing project in Lower Calli- 
fornia, declares: 

We do not believe in universal suf- 
frage. We do not believe in the demo- 
cratic parliamentary regime. 

Nor has the Sinarchist Union 
taken any part in Mexican vot- 
ing thus far. Abascal also de- 
clares his belief that woman's 
place is in the home. He yearns 
for the ‘brilliant epoch” of the 
Thirteenth Century, considers 
Benito Juarez a traitor and La- 
zaro Cardenas a Communist. 
Juan Ignacio Padilla, editor in 
chief of the Sinarchist weekly, 
El Sinarquista, says Cardenas 


42 THE PROTESTANT 


follows his ‘Jewish-Masonic 
convictions.” 

The international policy of the 
National Sinarchist Union can 
be summed up in a few words: 
It seeks the defeat of the Soviet 
Union. Abascal says of Hitler: 


He is the great phenomenon of the 
war, something that was indispensable. 
He is the great scourge of God, a mili- 
tary genius and a great organizer. When 
he has fulfilled his mission (the destruc- 
tion of Russia), he will suffer the fate of 
all of the instruments of God; he will 
break in two pieces. 


Perhaps it is this firm faith in 
God's taking care of Hitler that 
has led the Sinarchists to op- 
pose any temporal attack on the 
Nazi Fuehrer. But Harold Cal- 
lender and other American 
newspapermen in Mexico City 
charge that the movement has 
Nazi support, Felix Diaz, Mexico 
Deputy leading the fight against 
the movement, recently charged 
that young Sinarchists were be- 
ing recruited and trained by 
Nazi instructors for activity over- 
seas in a Foreign Legion. The 
New York Post published on 
November 19, 1941 a Mexico 
City dispatch from Frank Bristol 
which said: ‘The Sinarchist di- 
rectorate has just released its 
own reprint of Hitler's speech of 
October 3, giving it wide circu- 
lation.” 

However, the Sinarchists are 
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closer to Madrid than to Berlin. 
Abascal told a writer for the 
Mexican Magazine Hoy that 
Franco was “a military genius 
and a patriot,” adding: ‘During 
the war I prayed for his tri- 
umph.” 

But the true inspiration of the 
Sinarchists comes not from Ber- 
lin nor from Rome, nor from 
Madrid, but from Vatican City. 
The Sinarchist movement is a 
Mexican version of the Christian 
Front, with its roots going back 
to the Cristeros of the Twenties. 
The Rev. Jerome P. Holland 
writes in The Tablet, Brooklyn's 
diocesan organ (Nov. 8, 1941), 
that the Sinarchist movement 
“may be described as a move- 
ment of the Right, deeply rooted 
in Catholic spirituality and phi- 
losophy, recognizing the evils 
from which modern society is 
suffering and proposing practi- 
cal remedies to be applied with 
respect for authority and order 
to be pursued by legal and 
peaceful means.” 

The writer in Hoy, not unsym- 
pathetic to the movement, says: 
“Salvador Abascal is merely a 
lay minister of the~ Catholic 
Church carrying out his mission 
through the Sinarchist Union.” 
The main agitation of the Sin- 
archists has been to restore con- 
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trol of education to the Catholic 
Church, to destroy the hated Ar- 
ticle 3 of the Mexican Constitu- 
tion. 

Recognizing the anti-clerical 
feeling in Mexican political life, 
the Union excludes priests from 
membership and the Church 
scrupulously avoids any open 
relationship with the Movement. 
The Rev. Jerome P. Holland in 
The -Tablet (Brooklyn, Nov. 8, 
1941) insists that “The Church is 


not involved in this movement. 


It is not sponsored by ecclesias- 
tical or clerical leadership. The 
Church in Mexico has taken no 
official cognizance of the move- 
ment either to approve it or con- 
demn it.” He then explains the 
straight Catholic program of the 
Sinarchists by saying that “a 
people so steeped in the Cath- 
olic tradition as are the Mexi- 
cans will express themselves in 
terms of Catholic social and eco- 
nomic philosophy without any 
forced inspiration or authorita- 
tive direction from their religi- 
ous leaders.” 

However, if the Catholic 
Church in Mexico has not dared 
to endorse the Sinarchists open- 
ly, the church in the United 
States has. During the past sum- 
mer when the Sinarchists were 
being attacked in news dis- 
patches from Mexico, the News 
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Service of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, instrument 
of the American hierarchy, 
came to the defense of the Sin- 
archists and sent out a story 
completely whitewashing the 
movement. This dispatch even 
went so far as to declare that 
the Sinarchists were pledged to 
“bring about reforms through... 
the intelligent use of the ballot” 
and spoke of the Sinarchists’ 
“fight for civil liberties.” The 
facts are that the movement 
does not believe in the ballot 
and far from seeking a state 
with civil liberties, it seeks the 
corporate state of the Papal En- 
cyclicals. 

Even more significant is the 
support being given the move- 
ment by the Spanish-speaking 
section of the Catholic Church 
in the American southwest. The 
powerful Jesuit weekly in El 
Paso, Texas, the Revista Cato- 
lica, is an ardent defender of 
Sinarchists. In an article on Sep- 
tember 28, 1941, which attacked 
“Jewish-Masonic tyranny,” it 
told its readers that ‘the spirit 
of Sinarchism is genuinely Cath- 
olic Christian.” 

The Sinarchists, like their spir- 
itual progenitors the Falangists, 
are busy creating hatred of the 
United States throughout Span- 
ish America, and are today a 
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powerful brake on Mexican aid 
to the Allied war effort. Juan 
Ignacio Padilla, editor-in-chief 
of the Sinarchist weekly, E] Sin- 
arquista, wrote on December 
18, 1941: 

We have been saddened by the atti- 
tude assumed by our sister-countries of 
South and Central America in declaring 
war with high-sounding phrases on an 


enemy who perhaps was not their 
enemy. 


The Nicaraguan Pablo An- 
tonio Cuadra, one of the leading 
Falangist intellectuals of the 
America, is a frequent contrib- 
utor to the Sinarchist weekly. 
(He once wrote: ‘When Spain 
cries ‘Empire!’ —then America 
should answer ‘Empire!’ And 
may the bones of old Roosevelt 
tremble in his Lutheran tomb."’) 
Cuadra wrote in El] Sinarquista 
on November 6, 1941: 

The true imperial work of our youth 
is to bring together these magnificent 

and fecund growths of America which, 
like Sinarchism, are products of the au- 
thentic Spirit of the Race. This is the 
true work of defense in this crucial and 
decisive hour. Defense not only against 
distant dangers like Nazism, but also 
against the nearer and more tragic dan- 


gers like Pan Americanism and other 
cultural penetrations. 


But the Spanish Phalanx and 
the National Sinarchist Union 
are the more desperate move- 
ments backed by the political 
Church. Let us take a look at a 
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conservative movement, for ex- 
ample, the Conservative Party 
of Colombia. This is the Cath- 
olic political party of Colombia. 
The clerical corporative state, 
based on the Encyclicals of 
Leo XIII and Pius XI, is advo- 
cated in the party's platform. 
The party is violently anti- 
United States and its organ, 
EI Siglo of Bogota, is filled with 
praise for the Falangist doctrine 
of Hispanidad. A writer in 
El Siglo (June 18, 1941) speaks 
of the lie of universal suffrage” 
and upholds the rule of the 
elite. The newspaper sneers at 
North American “liberal democ- 
racy’ and advocates what it 
calls “Christian democracy,” by 
which it means a state subservi- 
ent to the Vatican. 


Now let us look at the second 
line of attack adopted by the 
political Church to strengthen its 
hold on Spanish America. 


This strategy was completely 
outlined in a letter to the New 
York Times on August 22, 1941, 
the last two paragraphs of 
which follow: 


If Spain has friends in Ibero-America, 
one reason, apart from ties of race, re- 
ligion and culture, may be that the 
mother country is able to dispatch a de- 
vout Christian and superb orator like 
don José Maria Peman to speak of his 
art, his patriotism and his faith, whereas 
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the United States of America, in too 
many instances is represented by spokes- 
men or reporters or movie actors, whose 
whole philosophy of life is in sharp con- 
flict with the ideals of Catholic Chris- 
tianity. 

Until North America utilizes the spir- 
itual wealth of its millions of Catholic 
citizens in the implementing of its policy 
of inter-Americanism, it will be apt to 
face defeat on every front, whereas a 
practical recognition of the main element 
of Ibero-American culture would win 
friends and consolidate hemisphere de- 
fense. It is both wise and opportune to 
be fair to Catholics in North, Central and 
South America. It is the only policy that 
will work. 


The letter quoted from above 
was written from Lima, Peru, 
and signed by five American 
priests, among them Father Jo- 
seph F. Thorning. Father Thorn- 
ing is one of the leading polliti- 
cal churchmen of this country 
and was active in winning 
American Catholic support for 
the fascist Franco. 

Let us analyze this letter. It 
calls attention to the fact that 
Franco Spain (a fascist state) is 
using Catholics to put across its 
propaganda in Spanish Amer- 
ica. It also calls attention to 
“the only policy” by which the 
United States can counteract this 
threat—through the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. 

Yet the Franco threat, to the 
existence of which the letter so 
subtly calls attention, is the cre- 
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ation in large part of the very 
people who now offer to cancel 
it out—for a price. And that price 
is the original prize for which the 
Church threw its telling weight 
into the Spanish struggle more 
than five years ago: control of 
South and Central America. 

The political idea men of the 
Church have for some time 
been suggesting that if the 
United States really wants to 
win the love and good-will of 
the people of South America, it 
must entrust the job to Catho- 
lics. The Jesuit magazine Amer- 
ica has long been harping on 
this theme and it has now been 
picked up by most of the Catho- 
lic press of this country. 

John LaFarge wrote in Amer- 
ica on August 3, 1940: 

But if there is any certain plan for 
saving Pan-Americanism from the im- 
pending wreck, we shall have to offer it 
a non-sinkable lifeboat. The only such 
lifeboat in sight is that two-thousand- 
year-old Ark entitled the Catholic church. 
. .. If we refuse this much, we can have 


little complaint should these countries 
prefer the Fascist or the Nazi. 


The Sign, monthly of the Pas- 
sionist Fathers, and a leader in 
this campaign, declared editori- 
ally (November, 1941): 

The whole Ibero-American program is 
delayed and imperilled by men who do 
not acknowledge that the principal ap- 


proach must be a Catholic one. Hints 
have come our way that it is not politic 


to emphasize the Catholic angle. Persons 

in high station may be disturbed by the 
. increasing demand for more active rep- 
resentation by Catholics in the Good 
Neighbor movement. . . . But we shall 
continue to insist, regardless of who may 
be displeased by the statement of fact, 
that Catholicism is the principal and must 
be strengthened as the one enduring 
bond between the Americas. 
This current propaganda cam- 
paign not only asks that the 
Church be given a pre-eminent 
place in inter-American rela- 
tions but also suggests that all 
activity not within the Catholic 
scheme be cut off by Washing- 
ton ukase. In a significant ar- 
ticle, Alfonso Junco, a pro- 
Franco Mexican who has also 
contributed to the Sinarchist 
weekly, wrote as follows in the 
_ liberal Catholic weekly, The 
_ Commonweal (Oct. 10, 1941): 

One of the big mistakes thot has 

created resentment and grievances has 
been the spreading of Protestant propa- 
ganda in our countries, propaganda writ- 
ten by North Americans and supported 
by the United States. 

The Jesuit weekly America 
complained editorially June 21, 
1941): 

For generations, too, we have ex- 
ported to these countries Protestant mis- 
sions, with the idea of impressing upon 
them the superior quality of Anglo-Saxon 
religiosity. .. . We have likewise ex- 
ported to these countries a large assort- 
ment of well meaning liberals enchanted 
with new vistas of social planning but 
committed to a revolutionary philosophy. 
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And The Sign warned (Dec., 


If the overwhelming majority of United : 
Stctes representatives to other American — 


republics is Protestemt, Nazi popaganda 
will be further strengthened. 

These arguments sound re- 
markably as if Washington was 
being urged to underwrite a 
Roman Catholic religious mo- 
nopoly in Latin America. 

It is worthwhile recalling at 


this point that the Catholic — 


Church in Lotin America has 
never been a democratic force 


within the American under — 
standing of that word. The © 
Church qualifies democracy ~ 
with the adjective “Christian,” — 
by which it means a temporal © 
state subservient to the Vatican. © 
Its ideal government is not the © 


political democracy of the 
United States but the clerical 
corporative state that is being 
developed in Portugal, with a 
social structure based on the En- 
cyclicals of Leo XIII and Pius XL 
That clerical propaganda in 
Latin America is more ultramon- 
tane than has yet been dared in 
this country was hinted at by 
John LaFarge in America when 
he wrote (August 3, 1940): 
American Catholics will need to lay 


especial stress upon certcin phases of © 


our Faith which are very unwelcome to 
traditional non-Catholic sentiment in 
this country, if they are to gain the com- 
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plete confidence of Catholics from with- 
out the United States. 


The political direction that 
North American Catholics might 
give to their fellow-communi- 
cants in Spanish America — if 
Washington gives in under this 
pressure—can be judged from a 
study of the Revista Catdlica of 
El Paso, Texas. This widely-cir- 
culated Jesuit magazine con- 
tains every week two special 
pages that are reprinted as a 
parish leaflet and distibuted by 
the thousands over Southwest- 
ern United States, Mexico, Cen- 
tral and South America. The 
issue of November 30, 1941, one 
week before the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, said to its Spanish- 
American audience: 


There are many ‘indications that Mas- 
onry and Judaism are playing an impor- 
tant role in the war, but one never hears 
of them. They are ‘secret forces.’ 


The article pointed out that the 
present war was between two 
forces: on one side, Nazism, and 
on the other “Jewish-Masonic- 
Red democracy.” It stressed the 
fact that on the Nazi side there 
are twenty million Catholics in 
Germany, forty million in Italy, 
seven million in Austria and 
many more elsewhere in Europe 
on the Nazi side. It then said: 


But Germany openly persecutes Juda- 
ism, Communism and Masonry, which 
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are the three great and powerful ene- 
mies of Catholicism; and Protestantism 
and atheism themselves are intimately 
linked with Communist, Jewish and Ma- 
sonic doctrine. 


The parish leaflet—edited in 
the United States for wide distri- 
bution in Latin America — con- 
tinued its “‘religious’’ lesson by 
stressing the “temporary” na- 
ture of Nazi persecution of the 
Church with the “deep-rooted” 
nature of Jewish and Masonic 
“war without quarter against 
the Catholic Church.” 

“Nazism,” it continued, ’perse- 
cutes Catholicism and Catholics 
in public places, in the streets 
... frankly and openly and by 
certain ideological propaganda. 
On the other hand, Masonry, 
Communism and Judaism pois- 
on the mind and the hearts with 
luxury, immoral motion pic- 
tures, utilitarianism which has 
reared a temple of gold, with 
atheism and with concupis- 
cense.”’ 

The “religious” publication 
further said: “France was cor- 
rupted, demoralized and weak- 
ened chiefly through the work 
of the Masonic lodges and the 
Jews.” 

It is interesting to note that the 
attack here is not directed so 
much against Communism as 
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against Masonry and Judaism. 

In concluding this study, we 
should like to point out that 
Latin America is not in the des- 
perate position of having to 
choose between the Nazi-Fas- 
cism of the Axis and the clerical 
corporate state of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Political de- 
mocracy has been making 
strides in Latin America in re 
cent years, and wise United 
States statesmanship will fur- 
ther that tendency by giving to 
Latin American political democ- 
racy an economic basis on 
which it can develop. 

The Cuban monthly Uli, 
edited by Fernando Ortiz who 
has a long record of friendship 
for the United States, recently 
commented on an article in 
which Father Thorning upheld 
the thesis that “the United States 
will never get anywhere in 
South America until it acts in 
agreement with the Vatican.” 

Ultra pointed out that one of 
the main points of “totalitarian 
Jesuit propaganda” in America 
was “to make Washington be- 
lieve that all contact with North 
Americans and their culture 
would be badly received in 
South America unless presented 
by the Catholic clergy.” The 
Cuban magazine called this ar- 
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gument “false and offensive to 
the culture of the South Ameri- 
can nations, which have not dis- 
owned their great men or the 
true ideals of their nationalities 
and independence: Washing- 
ton, Bolivar, Marti, democracy, 
liberty, laicism, masonry, scien- 
tific culture and total indepen- 
dence from the obscurantist or- 
ganizations of Europe and their 
recolonization policies. Much in 
the future will depend on Wash- 
ington’s realization of these 
truths.” 

It would be more than ill-ad- 
vised opportunism for the United 
States to yield now to Catholic 
pressure on the inter-American 
program. It would be a gross be- 
trayal of those liberals through- 
out the Americas who have in 
these years of crisis proved 
themselves the true friends of 
American democracy. 

If inter-Americanism is to 
serve as a policy helpful to both 
Americas, it must be based on 
liberty — political, social, eco- 
nomic and intellectual. Until the 
political leaders of the Roman 
Catholic Church subscribe to 
such a program, they cannot 
ask the aid of this political de- 
mocracy to help them increase 
their power in Latin America. 
The political policy of the Ro- 
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man Catholic Church in recent fidence an expansion of its 
years has not been such that power in either South or North 
democrats can regard with con- America. 


this 


AN APPEAL TO FINLAND 


Our friends in the cooperative movement will be interested in 
appeal to Finland by R. A. Palmer, Secretary of the British 


Cooperative Union which was recently broadcast from England. 


My Finnish friends, you may judge the grievous shock we free Co- 
operators and workers received when we learned the bewildering news 
that Vaino Tanner had led Finnish Co-operators and Socialists to make com- 
mon cause with the world’s enemy of Freedom and Democracy and Co- 
operation. 

Because we have been your friends so long—even in the days before 
your independence was won—I claim the right of a friend to beg you in the 
name of our common faith in freedom to put an end to this monstrous alliance 
with the world’s supreme master of evil. 


What puzzles us most, I confess, is how the democratic Co-operators, 
farmers and workers of Finland imagine they can secure any material ad- 
vantage from Hitler's Europe and the so-called New Order. Vaino Tanner 
knows—no man better—what happens to the free institutions of small nations 
(and not only small ones) which have made pacts with Hitler. 

Tanner and I saw the wreck of the once free Co-operative Movement of 
Germany after it had been brought under Nazi domination. 

Does any Finnish Co-operator think that if Hitler is victorious he is going 
to treat him more favorably than the Co-operators of Germany, Austria and 
Czechoslovakia? 

Does any Finnish Trade Union or Socialist organization expect at the 
hands of the murderers of the Norwegian Trade Union leaders any greater 
consideration than has been given by Hitler to his dupes in other lands? 

Do the farmer Co-operators of Finland expect to keep their crops and 
herds when those of neutral Denmark were annexed in a single night by 
the archrobber of the world? 

Throughout Europe people will tell you that Hitler's other name is 
Hunger. 

For this Hitler and his Hunger, Finland is losing her best friends—those 
who have stood by her in friendly co-operation and happy fraternity. 
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REV. CLAUDE 
By ALVA W. TAYLOR 


LAUDE WILLIAMS has been 

in jail again. It was in 
Memphis where Ed Crump and 
his minions once decreed no 
CIO organizers should come. 
Claude accepted an invitation 
to address a CIO meeting and 
was hauled off to jail, held in- 
communicado for a couple of 
days, then turned loose without 
charge or expla- 
nation. He had 
talked religion 
to a union but 
his religious 
talks, like that 
of the prophets 
and apostles, 
“stirreth up the 
people.” Preaching social jus- 
tice is not popular in either Mem- 
phis or the sharecropper coun- 
try just across the Father of Wa- 
ters in Arkansas. But the CIO is 
in Memphis and the union move- 
ment is quietly penetrating the 
forbidden places in both the in- 
dustrial centers andcotton fields 
of the Old South. Harry Koger, 
once a Y.M.C.A. secretary who 
had all but deserted religious in- 


When asked what reply 
should be made when critics 
charged that he was a “fellow 
traveler” of the communist 
group he said: “Just say I 
travel with no one but that 
man on the cross.” 


—A modern Prophet 


among the share croppers. 


stitutions because he was so 
thwarted in his work for justice 
for the underprivileged met 
Claude and found in his apos- 
tolate for social righteousness 
the high road for religious work. 
He is now talking Kingdom of 
God religion to from six to ten 
workers’ meetings every week. 

Claude tried to turn a church 
in a miners’ 
town intoa 
prophet’s pulpit 
and a socialcen- 
ter for the min- 
ers’ youth. The 
elders would not 
have it, so now 
he has devel- 
oped a program of his own. 
It is just such an undertaking as 
was tried out by Jesus with his 
itinerant group of disciples, 
Wesley with his preaching in 
the fields, Francis with his “‘lit- 
tle brothers of the poor,” and a 
glorious roll of other consecrated 
innovators who finding the con- 
ventional and traditional reli- 
gious leaders unwilling to coop- 
erate, or even tolerate, went 
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their own way in consecrated 
devotion to a cause that they 
devoutly believed to be the Will 
of God. He has no organization 
and no assured support, but he 
does have a plan and a pro- 
gram. He refuses to quit the 
church that refuses to support 
him and acknowledge no Mas- 
ter but the Great Master. 

Here is his program: He gath- 
ers the lowly preachers of the 
sharecropper churches together 
in Institutes and opens the Bible 
to them and shows them the 
way of the Lord more perfectly. 
It is an ingenious method. These 
men are simple, devout Bible 
preachers, many of them with- 
out much education, but devoted 
to the Book. Claude, like an 
apostle of old, opens their Book 
and reads to them things they 
had not understood before. He 
transfers their attention to the 
social teachings of the prophets 
and the Kingdom of God teach- 
ing in the Gospels. They find a 
new meaning in the prayer “thy 
will be done on earth” and a 
new dignity in their estate as the 
“least of these.” He still has the 
passion and religious mysticism 
of his youthful evangelistic fer- 
vor, but his mysticism is trans- 
ferred to a belief in the essen- 
tial integrity of the least of hu- 
man kind made in the image of 
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God, and his passion is for jus- 


tice for the ‘least of these.’ He 
is proving that a fervent, im- 
passioned teaching of social 
righteousness, based upon the 
scriptures, is just as appealing 
to the lowly as is a shouting 
emotionalism of an other world- 
ly religion—and he does not 
shout. He stands straight up, 
wearing a working-man’‘s blue 
shirt, clear eyed, and with firm, 
finely moulded features. He 
calls them brothers and means 
it. 

His humble participants are 
usually about equally divided 
between the two races. In the 
last one, St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church of Evansville, Indiana, 
was host. Those present repre- 
sented leaders of something 
over 100 churches. Claude con- 
ducted the sessions with admir- 
able skill. His Bible studies at 
each session were as fine as 
anyone would hear before a 
cultured group. One from the 
book of James was about the 
most penetrating and inspiring 
to which this writer ever lis- 
tened. Every word rang with re- 
ligious devotion. The simplicity 
of language, the picturesque- 
ness of illustration, the sound 
Americanism of all references 
to our present situation, the 
broad plea for toleration and the 
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exaltation of the Kingdom of 
God teachings in the Gospels 
marked the whole day’s work as 
something to long remember. 
One of the best features was the 
manner in which he got the del- 
egates to participate and the 
self-control with which they re- 
lated the hardship and tragedy 
in the fields where they work. 
The whole day was inspiring 
with its factual statement of the 
situation, the deep devotion, the 
incisive analysis and the con- 
- structive, courageous program 
presented to these leaders in 
Claude’s teaching of those 
things in both the prophets and 
the Gospels which he is leading 
them to make a part of their 
Biblical preaching. 

His whole program is based 
upon tolerance. When he was 
kidnapped, carried into the 
woods and mercilessly beaten, 
because he was helping organ- 
ize the cotton pickers, he refused 
to prosecute. When he lost out 
in his appeal for the support of 
the authorities in his denomina- 
tion he only complimented them 
upon the very efficient work 
they were doing for the program 
they felt able to support. When 
Crump’s minions held him in- 
communicado for two days 
without charge, he offered his 
hand to those who imprisoned 
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him. When a friend told him of 
a libelous charge he simply 
said, “I am used to it, and am 
too busy to notice.” So he just 
plows ahead, turning not to look 
back. When Memphis threat- 
ened trouble if he held one of 
his Institutes there he simply 
moved over to Evansville, In- 
diana, where a large Episcopal 
church became host, just as 
Bishop Scarlett’s cathedral had 
done in St. Louis. And the 
leaven works; His last Institute 
assembled the leaders of more 
than one hundred churches. 

To meet the limitations of his 
humble share-cropper religious 
leaders he has prepared a se- 
ries of charts and outlines for 
their use. All teachers whether 
of the humble or the cultured 
would do well to remember, 
with Confucius, that one pic- 
ture for the eye is worth a thou- 
sand for the ear. Every cartoon 
on the charts is accompanied by 
a scriptural text. These charis 
have been reduced to an 8 by 12 
printed page, ingeniously bound 
in a_ stiff cellophane that 
straightens them out after being 
rolled up for convenient mail- 
ing or carrying about. The back 
of every page is filled with scrip- 
tural quotations and with them 
goes a fascinating black and 
white drawing of “The Naza- 
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rene,” pictured as a young car- 
penter in his shop. It was con- 
tributed by the brilliant young 
artist Lind Ward. 


Here are some illustrations of 
his use of the scriptures in these 


outlines: 

He worked with Joseph (Lu. 2; 49) at 
the carpenter’s bench (Mk. 6; 3) until he 
was about thirty (Lu. 3; 23). During this 
time he helped to meet the heavy tax 
burdens imposed upon the poor; to pro- 
vide food and raiment for his brothers 
and sisters and shared the worry of the 
family about making a living. He read 
(Jno. 5; 45,-56) the history of his nation 
and studied the record of the great cham- 
pions of the people for freedom and 
justice. 

In his first message at Nazareth he 
declared his oneness with the people 
(Lu. 4; 18) and announced that his pur- 
pose on earth was to carry out (Lu. 4; 21) 
God’s uncompromising fight against all 
tyrants (Note: Weymouth: “To send 
away free those whom tyranny has 
crushed”). 

In fight against tyranny we must for- 
get shiboleths, institutional prejudices 
and personal sentiments and give first 
loyalty to cause of the people, discern- 
ing the issues at stake (Lu. 12; 49, 56). 
Consider people’s movements in subju- 
gated countries. 

And here is the way he ties up 
tragic current events with Bible 
teachings: 

When Caesar, the Hitler of Rome, had 
federated the tyrants in all the nations 
against the people, he issued a decree 
that the whole world should be taxed. 
Be taxed! (Lu. 2; 5) without the consent 
of the people is the practice of Fascism. 
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This is the practice in the poll-tax states 
of the South in our own country. Every 
citizen should have a part—and do his 
part—in making our country more demo- 
cratic and in standing against all prac- 
tices which tend toward Fascism. The 
poll-tax should be repealed. 

No part of Claude’s work 
strikes more deeply at the social 
and ethical problems of the cot- 
ton field south than that relating’ 
to the racial issue. Peonage still 
lingers (the federal courts con- 
victed for it in the very county 


‘where Claude was kidnapped 


and flogged). All his Institutes 
are interacial just as are ten- 
ancy and share-cropping. Hit- 
ler‘s racial theories find a mild 
and less violent likeness in the 
attitude of many a southerner to 
whom clings a hang-over of the 
old slave economy. It is the poor 
white that discriminates in the 
most violent fashion. He owned 
no slaves, yet he fought the bat- 
tles and fills soldiers’ graves for 
those who did. He denies the 
Negro worker union member- 
ship, ignoring the fact that he 
thus makes him a strike breaker. 
He joined the Ku Klux Klan to 
“keep the Nigger down,” failing 
to see, as Booker Washington 
said, that ‘you cannot keep him 
in the ditch without staying 
there with him.” He makes up 
the lynching mobs (happily re- 
duced to only four the past year) 


‘ 


54 THE PROTESTANT 


and, because of his lack of 
learning defeats himself where 
his economic problems are one 
with those of his black brother. 
Here is the way Claude tackles 
its 

Anti-Semitism is the smoke screen of 
haters in their general program for world 
despotism; (a) oppression of Jews is only 
part of Rome’s world slavocracy; (b) 
persecution of Jews is only part of Hit- 
ler's plan for world domination—80% of 
people in German concentration camps 
are not Jews but Christians. 

He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear! (c) BROTHERHOOD IS INDIVIS- 
IBLE. : 


LORDSHIP (Luke 22; 25) The Negro 
people were enslaved by “Christians” in 
the name of the Cross and God and 
Right. The slave trader who exercised 
authority over them was called a bene- 
factor. Advocates of slavery said they 
were “blessing” the Negro people and 
bringing them into “christianity’’ and 
“civilization.” It is the practice of Fas- 
cism to speak beautiful words while do- 
ing dastardly deeds. True religion says, 
“Beware of false prophets ... in sheep’s 
clothing” (Mt. 7; 15); true religion says, 
“Know them by their fruits’ (Mt. 7; 16). 
Anything which violates brotherhood is 
not of God. 


THE LEAST (Mt. 25; 40) In the days of 
the Nazarene persecutions were staged 
and prisons were used to oppress mi-. 
nority groups and to defeat the efforts of 
the people against tyranny. All who em- 
ploy racism, anti-Semitism, mob violence 
and other forms of intolerance have the 
same end in view today. 

ALL NATIONS (Rev. 7; 9:15; 4: Mt. 8; 
ll: Luke 13; 29). Democracy founded 
upon true religion must, like the King- 
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dom of God include all people. And 
when we attain real democracy for 
every race, and group and creed and 
color, we shall be well on the road to- 
ward the Kingdom. But unless we can 
attain democracy for 13,000,000 Negro 
citizens, we cannot maintain democracy 
for any minority group—and if not de- 
mocracy for minority groups, democracy 
will be short lived for the majority _ 
groups. Therefore, any oppression or 
persecution of any minority is a step to- _ 
ward Nazism. Nazism means the end of 

democracy and all civic freedom. Naz- 

ism means a blackout of true religion 

and freedom of worship and of con- 

science. ‘He that hath ears to hear let 

him hear!” ; 

LIVING WATER (John 4; 11) The most 
central theme of our Judeo-Christian 
heritage is a world vision and a world 
program which includes all people. Let it 
be emphasized that every step must be 
taken to correct the most deadly Nazi 
prejudice—anti-Semitism is sin! Racism 
is sin! Prejudice or discrimination against 
any group because of race, sex, or color 
is a transgression at the very heart of 
true religion. 

They call him “Reverend — 
Claude,” do these cotton tenants 
and share-croppers, though he 
is so utterly democratic that he 
would prefer no titles. No one 
would ever guess, on a casual 
meeting, that he is even a@ 
preacher. There is no aura of 
piety about him—just straight 
backed manliness, nor does he 
ever “soft soap” stranger or fol- 
lower with the sickly smiling- 
ness of the professional hand: 


shaker who loves such titles as 
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reverend or doctor. Cedric Bel- 
frage cried out when he had met 
and come to know him “I have 
met a Christian,” then, disillu- 
sioned himself with institutional 
religion and conventional piety, 
stayed to write a book about 
him. Readers of The Protestant 
know that story. Claude is so 
sincere a seeker after truth that 
he is unafraid of being inconsist- 
ent, of being called names, of 
trying out things that proved to 
have feet of clay. But never, in 
his journey from fundamental- 
ism and “saw-dust trail’ evan- 
gelism up and out to his discov- 
ery of the Kingdom of God as 
the Good Society in which the 
divine will is done, did he ever 
lose sight of the cross. 


In all his work he teaches that 
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there can be no cooperation with 
those who oppose religion. All 
are counciled to pursue the 
ways of peace and the Gospels 
and to be fervent in prayer. Here 
are some paragraphs from the 
study outline. 

(a) A praying people yield themselves 
to the will of God with courage to exe- 
cute that will. (b) praying is not asking 
God to do for us what we can do but are 
afraid to undertake—that is “preying.” 
Moses handed God ‘the hot end of the 
poker” (Ex. 14; 13-14) but God said, “the 
people must act’’ (15). (c) God’s coopera- 
tion depends not upon leaders, but upon 
the people themselves. (11 Chron. 7; 14). 


When asked what reply 
should be made when critics 
charged that he was a “fellow 
of the communist 
group he said: ‘Just say I travel 
with no one but that man on the 
cross.” 


RUSSIA JOINS LONDON CO-OP 
The 193,000,000 people of Russia have become members of the London Co- 


operative Society! 


The committee of management has allocated share number 172,000 to the Na- 
tional Council of Labour's Fund for Russia, and Co-operative members are invited 
to use this number when making purchases, for the dividends will be credited to 


the fund. 


The directors of the Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society yesterday decided 
to seek approval to spend 2,000 guineas on help to Russia. 


THE BULGAR PEASANT HATES HITLER 


By ALFRED WERNER 


IGHT out of ten Bulgarians 
detest Hitlerism, repudiate 
cooperation with Nazi-Ger- 
many, would rather fight in 
the Soviet army than pull the 
chestnuts out of the Russian 
fire for the hated Prussians. 
These eighty percent anti-col- 
laborationists are more or less 
identical with the bulk of Bul- 
garian population—the farmers. 
Most of them are hard-working 
small proprie- 
tors holding 
from one to six 
acres. (Only 
39% of the poor 
country is ara- 
bleand this very 
limited  utiliz- 
able area is di- 
vided into more than 750,000 
farms!) The peasants have little 
to say in high politics, though. 
The country’s government is run 
neither by them nor by soft con- 
templative King Boris III (the 
“Hamlet of the Balkans”), but by 
the big shots of Sofia, the mod- 
ernized capital, and the four or 
five other cities: middlemen, 
lawyers, professors, generals, 
gun-men. They are kept in- 
formed about the “wishes” of 


viet Russia, 


No power on earth will per- 
suade the Bulgarian peasant 
to join Hitler’s crusade 
against fellow-Slavs in So- 
whose _ social 
outlook he shares and whose 
heroism he admires. 


the rustic population by the 
village mayors and village 
priests. In order to divert the 
people's attention from Bulga- 
ria’s deplorable economic and 
financial status, and to choke 
underground Communism, these 
big shots want Bulgaria to back 
any power that would help her 
regain her “Lost Territories.” 
They propagate the slogan of 
a “Greater Bulgaria’ (anyone 
who knows the 
Balkan, this 
highway of na- 
tions, with its 
very compli- 
cated, often in- 
extricable mix- 
ture of races, re- 
ligions, lan- 
guages, will find any such 
“claim,” on an ethnic basis as 
absurd as would be a Swedish 
claim to Delaware!) They toler- 
ate the Fascist Rodna Sashtita 
(“Home Guard”), a Nazi-like or- 
ganization, supported by Ger- 
many, annexationist and anti- 
Semitic. They advocate a strong- 
hand policy against the Mace- 
donians. 

Only once in Bulgaria's his- 
tory, immediately after the 
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world war, that fatal triad: 
intelligentsia, army and clergy 
was pushed into the back- 
ground. In 1915, at a dramatic 
audience, Stambolisky, leader 
of the Peasants’ Party, who 
advocated strict neutrality, told 
German-born King Ferdinand 
frankly: “If you make Bulgaria 
join the Central Powers against 
Serbia and the Allies, you will 
lose your throne.” For this 
Stambolisky was sentenced by 
a military tribunal to penal 
servitude for life. Three years 
later the shattered Bulgarian 
army laid down their arms, and 
Coburg had to abdicate and 
to flee the country. The Peas- 
ants’ leader became the dicta- 
tor of Bulgaria. 

The Bulgarian peasant, prim- 
itive though he is, cannot be 
duped by the bogey of Com- 
munism, as can be the average 
German or American. Stam- 
bolisky was no Communist, 
but his campaign against the 
great landowners closely re- 
sembled that of the Bolshe- 
viks: his agrarian laws where- 
by crown and church lands 
and property over a certain 
area were distributed among 
the small peasants, his plan 
for a “Green International” of 
peasants are still remembered 
by the Bulgarian masses. 
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Heavy blunders though he 
made during his four years’ 
reign, he did more for Bul- 
garian reconstruction than the 
bloody Fascist government that 
followed after his assassination 
starting a woeful period of semi- 
Fascism, once or twice inter- 
rupted by brief liberal inter- 
ludes. 

Germany cleverly made use 
of Bulgaria’s difficulties. The 
little kingdom, famous for her 
tobacco and rose-oil, her em- 
broideries and folksongs, was 
a German vassal state long 
before Nazi armies actually oc- 
cupied the country. “We have 
to send eighty percent of our 
output to Germany,” a Bul- 
garian journalist complained to 
me, in the fall of 1937, “to re- 
ceive her dirty ‘Aski' marks, 
good only in Germany. We be- 
came the ill-paid employees of 
Germany, but we shall become 
her labor-slaves as soon as she 
will deem the time ripe for her 
world-conquest.” The German 
“Lufthansa’” had _ air-service, 
running between Berlin and 
Sofia regularly three times a 
week. The Nazis spent enor- 
mous sums on propaganda in 
Bulgaria. In every Sofia book- 
store one could get Mein 
Kampf in Bulgarian, French and 
German editions for a song. 
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Germany purchased Bulgarian 
newspapers, sent numerous 
teachers, engineers, chemists as 
well as machines, tractors and 
chemicals to the ‘’Cinderella of 
the Balkans.” Bulgarian students 
were mentally prepared” at the 
Universities of Berlin, Leipzig 
and Munich. 


But Hitler can't fool the man 
behind the plough, in the long 
run. The Bulgarian peasant 
knows that it was Russian 
guns that liberated his country 
from the Turkish yoke, in 1878; 


that a pro-German policy led to 
the catastrophe of Neuilly-sur- 
Seine, and that Germany has 
always been the most danger- 
ous foe to Slav unity. The man 
behind the plough could not pre- 
vent Nazi armies from pouring 
into the country, but he could 
render Bulgaria a hell for the in- 
vaders, by murderous sabotage 
and guerilla warfare. No power 
on earth will persuade him to 
join Hitler’s crusade against fel- 
low-Slavs in Soviet Russia, 
whose social outlook he shares 
and whose heroism he admires. 


Russia’s magnificent resistance will be decisive in the defeat of Hitler’s Ger- 


many. The British people are eager to participate directly in your grim struggle, 


on land, on sea and in the air. 


Russia's social ideals, tested in the fierce furnace of war, will be decisive in 


winning a lasting peace. The British people look forward eagerly to your participa- 


tion in that glorious task. 


That grand, human dignity with which the Revolution endowed the peoples of 


the U.S.S.R. is, today, civilisation’s finest moral asset; the Red Army and the 


British Navy are civilisation’s finest material assets. 

When the Anglo-Soviet Alliance, cemented in the blood of our soldiers and the 
sacrifice of our civilians, cleanses the world of Nazi filth, these moral and material 
assets, united in war, must not be divided. The world will still have need of them. 

We march together, to peace through victory. 


Message to the Soviet People by S. R. Elliott, 
Editor, Reynolds News 
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—Casuistical Subtleties of the Jesuit stamp ... 


NTE PAVELICH, the Fuehrer 
or Duce of Croatia, was 


sentenced to death in France for 


plotting the assassination of 


_ King Alexander of Yugoslavia 
at Marseilles in 1934. But he 
| enjoyed the protection of Mus- 


solini in Italy, and therefore on 
May 18, 1941, 


on May 20, Mr. H. L. Matthews 
had to transmit to The New 
York Times the interpretation of 
the visit given by the Osserva- 
tore Romano. 

The Osservatore Romano re- 
vealed that the Pope had re- 
ceived not only Fuehrer Pave- 

lich but also the 


as head of the 
Croatian Gov- 
ernment, he of- 
fered the crown 
of Croatia to the 


King of Italy, 


whopassed it on 
toa Fascist 
princeling. 

This highly re- 
spectable gen- 
tleman, Ante 
Pavelich, was, 
onthesame day, 
received by His 


Holiness Pius XII. 


Let us then stick to the facts. 
The Pope was well aware 
that he was receiving the 
future King, the Fuehrer and 
the delegates of the new 
kingdom of Croatia. He knew 
that this gang was a sub- 
sidiary of the Hitler-Musso- 
lini gang. He knew that in 
Germany, Italy and Croatia 
the reception would be re- 
garded as proof of the 
Pope’s collaboration with Hit- 


a> LS. 


ler’s “new order.” 


The New 


delegation that 
accompanied 
him to Romeand 
the new King of 
Croatia. 

As far as the 
King of Croatia 
was concerned, 
the Osservatore 
placed solemn 
emphasis on the 
exact hour of 
his visit (7 P.M.), 
the exact place 
(the Pope’s 


study), the fact that the Pontiff 


York Times of May 19 tried in 
the interest of. the Vatican to 
“bury” this scandal by in- 
forming its readers that “there 
was no announcement that any 
of the Croats saw the Pope, de- 
spite yesterday’s reports that 
they would.” But the scandal 
could not be ignored. Therefore 


spoke ‘with paternal cordiality 
for more than forty minutes” 
and the fact that the King him- 
self had requested to be re- 
ceived. These were all unimpor- 
tant details by means of which 
the organ of the Vatican tried to 
confuse the issues. The only 
noteworthy factor of the matter 
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was that the visit had taken 
place on May 18, i.e. on the eve 
of the setting up of the puppet 
King. ‘Had he waited until yes- 


terday (the 19th) the Pope would ' 


have been receiving the King of 
Croatia and by that gesture 
have given official recognition 
of the new kingdom.” Unfortu- 
nately for Pius XII, the reception 
of Ante Pavelich and the Croat 
delegation had taken place not 
on May 18 but on May 19, after 
the official establishment of the 
new kingdom. The Osservatore 
Romano explained that the Pope 
had received Pavelich ‘not as 
head of the Croat government 
but simply as Dr. Ante Pavelich, 
a Catholic individual . . . who 
had made a sirictly private re- 
quest.” The Croat delegation 
had likewise been received “in 
the role of Catholic leaders of a 
truly Catholic people.” ‘The 
Pope did not feel he should dis- 
appoint them,” but “the recep- 
tion was arranged in such a 
way that it was deprived of any 
political or official character.” 
So “Pope Pius XII has not rec- 
ognized the new Croat kingdom 
and only granted to its repre- 
sentatives the minimum of cour- 
tesy that the occasion demand- 
ed.” 


While stating that Pavelich's 
visit had been strictly unofficial, 


the Osservatore took good care 
to offset this statement by re- 
vealing that the Croat leader 
had been accompanied by a 
stenographer. Thus the inter- 
view was not a confession. Its 
purpose was to make political 
arrangements which had to be 
put down in black and white. 
Political transactions had taken 
place during that unofficial visit. 

Apart from this fact the dis- 
tinction drawn by the Osser- 
vatore Romano between official 
and unofficial visits to the Vati- 
can would be valid if the Pope 
were in duty bound to accede to 
every petition for a visit. But 
this is not the case. The Vatican 
has alwayscarefully scrutinized 
all such petitions. At the time 
when the “Roman question” was 
still an open sore, if the King of 
Italy had asked to be received 
by the Pope, even as a private 
individual, he would have been 
refused. Francis Joseph of Aus- 
tria never made a visit to the 
King of Italy in Rome becausehe 
would not have been admitted 
to the presence of the Pope, 
either as a sovereign or a Catho- 
lic layman. The Foreign Minis- 
ter in the Franco Government 
was not received a few weeks 
ago. Therefore the Pope must as- 
sume full responsibility when 
receiving visitors of his choice. 
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Moreover Pius XII is not such a 
simpleton as not to have real- 
ized beforehand that the visits 
would be interpreted as sanc- 
tion given to the new Croatia 
rulers even if the Vatican news- 
paper tried to tone them down. 
There are certain refinements of 
the diplomatic protocol and cer- 
tain casuistical subtleties of the 
Jesuit stamp that serve express- 
ly to make possible conflicting 
interpretations of a given event 
so, that all may seem reason- 
able. When a definite policy is 
to be pursued, the Vatican 
knows well enough how to 
avoid equivocal situations more 
admirable for their ingenuity 
than for their sincerity. 

There were immediate results 
of this carefully engineered con- 
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fusion. A Catholic paper of Frei- 
burg announced that a concor- 
dat had been discussed. The un- 
official Vatican public relations 
counsel, Monsignor Enrico Puc- 
ci, stated that there was no basis 
for this report. But this denial 
was not published by the official 
Osservatore Romano. As a con- 
sequence, we may accept the ru- 
mor as substantially true. 

Let us then stick to the facts. 
The Pope was well aware that 
he was receiving the future King, 
the Fuehrer and the delegates 
of the new kingdom of Croatia. 
He knew that this gang was a 
subsidiary of the Hitler-Musso- 
lini gang. He knew that in Ger- 
many, Italy and Croatia the re- 
ception would be regarded as 
proofs of the Pope’s collabora- 
tion with Hitler’s “new order.” 


PROTESTANTS AND THE 
_ ANTI-SOVIET FRONT 


By HARRY F. WARD 


HE other day there came to 
my desk the monthly maga- 
zine of the social action and ed- 
ucation department of one of the 
great Protestant denominations. 
The section on books contained 


man in the Reader's Digest 
which rehashes the thesis and 
some of the material of Lyons. 
As he recognized, it is the thesis 
which Martin Dies, with the aid 
of the big business section of the 


a review of Eugene Lyons’ The 


Red Decade, 
done by a min- 
ister. Its conclu- 
sion reads: ‘But 
the book should 
be read as a 
survey of meth- 
ods of infiltra- 
tion and propa- 
ganda manipu- 
lation and as a 
preparation for 
confession and 
repentance on 
the part of all 
who have al- 
lowed their high 
ideals to be be- 


press, 


It is already plain that the self 
interest of the Soviet Union is 
more in the interest of world- 
wide democracy than the self 
interest of the British and 
American financial-imperial- 
ists, just as it was in the pre- 
war efforts for disarmament 
and collective security. When 
Protestants join the issue 
squarely with the anti-religion 
of capitalist imperialism they 


discover that its issue be- 


tween Christianity and com- 
munism is on the road to a 
mutually helpful solution. 


has _ propagandized 


throughout this 
nation. He was 
ashamed that I 
would stoop to 
give my influ- 
ence to “this 
godless element 
now operating 
in our beloved 
country.” ’’After 
what Chairman 
Dies has discov- 
ered and 
brought to the 
surface,” he told 
me, facts which 
cannot be dis- 
puted, men like 


trayed by the political exigen- 
cies of a foreign anti-religious 
power.” 

A few days later I received a 
letter from a man who has spent 
more than forty years in the 
Methodist ministry. He had been 
reading an article by Max East- 


you should publicly renounce 
your association with these 
United States haters, and pub- 
licly denounce them as occasion 
offered.” 

These judgments, unimpor- 
tant in themselves, become sig- 
nificant when considered in 


Original Article 


0 
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their representative capacity. 
One comes from a progressive 
and the other from a conserva- 
tive, one from a modernist and 
the other from a fundamental- 
ist, but they manifest the same 
credulity. Both take Lyons and 
his source Dies at their face 
value. The fundamentalist says 
that Eastman, who repeats Ly- 
ons, “knows about what he is 
writing.’ The progressive, in his 
concluding judgment, repeats 
Lyons’ interpretation of the Dem- 
ocratic Front as though it were 
gospel truth. Without any exam- 
ination of the facts or of the 
competence of the writers on 
whom they rely, they both pass 
judgment upon a number of 
their fellow ministers and in- 
dict a government upon whom 
the security of their nation in 
large measure depends. 

In this attitude they undoubt- 
edly represent a majority in 
their respective denominations. 
There is no question about the 
fundamentalists, millions of 
whom have been indoctrinated 
by publications which are vio- 
lently anti-soviet, anti-semitic, 
and have been as pro-nazi as 
Father Coughlin's Social Justice. 
They have no more factual 
knowledge of these matters 
than they have of the process 
by which the gospel records, 
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and the theology they so fanati- 
cally believe, have come to 
them. It is a safe estimate that a 
majority of progressive Protes- 
tant ministers take an anti-so- 
viet, anti-communist, anti-demo- 
cratic front position in milder 
terms. Scorning the methods of © 
Dies, they nevertheless accept 
his thesis that those who permit 
communists to associate with 
them, for no matter what good 
ends, are betraying democracy 
and religion. Yet how many of 
them have ever read the pro- 
grams of the organizations in 
question. And how many of 
them, by spreading the charge 
“fellow traveler’’ are re-estab- 
lishing the repressive doctrine 
of guilt by association, and do- 
ing their bit to create an eccle- 
siastical counterpart of the 
black-list which Dies and his lit- 
erary colleaques are working 
for in politics, industry and the 
professions? 

Here is one of the strange 
sights of this strange period. Be- 
tween modernists and funda- 
mentalisits there is a warfare 
over the use of the scientific 
method in religion which has to 
be fought to a conclusion before 
the religion of Jesus can have 
that degree of moral authority to 
which it is inherently entitled. 
Yet in the most vital social and 
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political judgments of this day 
of world crisis many progressive 
ministers fail to use the method 
by which the sources of their re- 
ligion have become real to them. 
Just like the fundamentalists, 
they substitute name calling for 
analysis of the facts, permit 
emotion and prejudice to take 
the place of intelligence and 
reason. This is even true of that 
grouping which has been ro- 
bustly exposing the weaknesses 
of Protestant evolutionary liber- 
alism. The judgments of most of 
its leaders on the Soviet Union 
have been just as unfactual as 
those of most of the military ex- 
perts. One of them wrote just be- 
fore Hitler marched into Russia 
that the Russian armies were his 
reserves, but fortunately of no 
weight. 

Thus the critics of religious 
sentimentalism became the vic- 
tims of their own powerful sen- 
timents. The supposedly realis- 
tic section of Protestantism has 
been as credulous in accepting 
Lyons, Eastman, and even Val- 
tin, each of whom has his own 
personal reasons for hating the 
Soviet government and desiring 
its overthrow, as their funda- 
mentalist brethren, whose reli- 
gious naiveté they scorn, has 
been in accepting the vaporings 
of Dies. Having been instructed 
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in methods of documentary criti- 
cism in relation to their scrip- 
tures, they should have been 
warned by the vituperative ex- 
travagances of style that they 
were getting more fiction than 
fact. But it is the weakness of all 
of us that the critical faculties 
relax when we read, or hear, 
what we want to believe. The 
publishers of Lyons undoubted- 
ly disarmed a lot of readers by 
quoting a champion of theologi- 
cal realism to the effect that he 
is a historian who knows the pe- 
riod of which he writes. Actually 
Lyons has no first-hand knowl- 
edge of the democratic front. He 
is not of that group of fact find- 
ing journalists to whom the his- 
torians of this period will go for 
part of their source material. He 
belongs to the school that pre- 
fers a good story to the precise 
facts. By his own admission he 
ended one stage of his career by 
sending home from Moscow a 
dramatic story which proved to 
have no foundation in fact. 
Before the German campaign 
in Russia was a month old an 
authoritative American corre- 
spondent in Europe said it now 
appears that since the first 
world war more lies have been 
written about the Soviet Union 
than on any other topic. Those 
who know from experience the 
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inside story of the pre-war demo- 


_cratic front in this country know 


that about as many have been 
written about it, and for the 
same reasons. Having for many 
years observed and participated 
in united front activities, and 
for nearly six more having been 
in a responsible position in the 
pre-war democratic front, I am 
in a position to know at first 
hand that, like those of Dies, a 
number of the statements of 
Lyons and Eastman are com- 
pletely false, and others com- 
plete misinterpretations of the 
facts. I struggled long and hard 
to get the Dies Committee to ac- 
cept documentary proof of this, 
with only partial success and 
then the determining facts were 
kept from the public, with the 
collaboration of the big business 
section of the press. 

This past record would not be 
worth taking up were it not for 
its bearing upon the present and 
the future. Why are the anti-So- 
viet propagandists raising it at 
this time? Why are they flog- 
ging the dead horse of the Amer- 
ican League for Peace and De- 
mocracy, whose work was done 
when the war it had sought to 
prevent, by getting the demo- 
cratic nations to shut off war 
supplies from the Axis powers, 
broke upon the world. The an- 
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swer can only be because of its 
possible effect upon the rela- 
tions between the United States 
and the Soviet Union in the con- 
duct of the war and in the re- 
construction of Europe and Asia 
after the war. They are spread- 
ing distrust and disunity. As the - 
book reviewer of the reaction- 
ary New York Sun told Lyons, 
his position logically lines him 
up on Hitler’s side. Indeed the 
literary coterie of Soviet haters 
and their left sectarian col- 
leagues, like the reactionary 
section of British-American fi- 
nancial imperialism and its po- 
litical representatives, think and 
say that it would be better to 
have the Hitler New Order in 
Europe than to have the Soviet 
Power extended. Where does 
this put the preachers who are 
now accepting the statements of 
the anti-Soviet propagandists as 
the base for their moral and po- 
litical judgments on this issue? 
Will they later find their ideals 
deceived and betrayed by an 
anti-Soviet fighting front? 
Certainly those ministers, fun- 
damentalist or modernist, who 
do not want to be used as the 
moral support for a lineup seek- 
ing to destroy or dismember the 
Soviet Union should forearm 
themselves against that possi- 
bility by carefully examining 
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the thesis of Dies and his literary 
fellow workers concerning the 
pre-war democratic front. That 
thesis rests on the assumption 
that the foreign policy of the So- 
viet Union during the democrat- 
ic front period was sinister and 
‘inimical to the interests of the 
United States, and that there- 
fore the believers in democracy 
who collaborated at certain 
points were innocents abroad 
who were deceived and be- 
trayed. The ends sought by the 
Soviet Union with which the 
program of the democratic front 
here coincided, a program for- 
mulated of and by itself, were 
disarmament and collective se- 
curity by the League of Nations 
method. The non-communist 
leaders of the democratic front 
‘were for these things before 
there was any Soviet Union or 
Communist Party. Actually 
these organizations became fel- 
low-travelers with them on a 
road they had long been follow- 
ing. Surely it is plain enough by 
now that if the democratic gov- 
ernments had also taken this 
road, instead of wrecking the 
League of Nations by power pol- 
itics by supplying and then ap- 
peasing the axis powers, the 
world would not today be in the 
situation that it is. Surely if any 
repentance is now in order in the 
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ministry, it should be considered 
by those who opposed, or failed 
to help, the effort to develop a 
sufficiently powerful mass de- 
mand to change the axis-build- 
ing and appeasing policy of the 
democratic governments. 

The only plea of avoidance 
that remains to those in this situ- 
ation is that the Soviet Union 
abandoned its own ends and be- 
trayed world-wide ideals by the 
purge, the pact with Germany 
and the invasion of Finland. The 
first of these is disposed of by 
former Ambassador Davies who 
wrote, after assiduously attend- 
ing the trials, that they were 
fair and the accused guilty. He 
know writes that all his diplo- 
matic colleaques acknowledged 
this. But they kept silent, and 
one of them told him, “it is just 
as well the world should think 
otherwise.’ Davies adds that 
only recently has he seen the 
political meaning of this event 
in its elimination of the Fifth 
Column which accomplished 
the defeat of other nations. As to 
Finland and the pact, among the 
reversals of judgment, because 
of the new light thrown upon 
them by recent events, by politi- 
cal leaders, military authorities 
and international journalists I 
have not yet noted the names of 
any of the preachers who public- 
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ly expressed their condemna- 
tion, and denounced others who 
did not. Yet it should be clear 
enough that neither the pact nor 
Finland would have occurred 
but for Munich. This was the 
final notice, after Spain, and the 
breaking of the Franco-Soviet 
alliance, that the financial-impe- 
rialist, anti-Soviet, pro-axis sec- 
tion of the Tories, aided by their 
opposite numbers in the United 
States, were going to carry out 
their rule or ruin policy inEurope. 
After that for the Soviet Union 
it was save yourself if you can 
in the deadly game of power 
politics. Even then, so fast does 
_history now move, it is already 
| plain that the self interest of the 
' Soviet Union is more in the inter- 
“est of world-wide democracy 
than the self interest of the Brit- 
ish and American financial-im- 
perialists, just as it was in the 
pre-war efforts for disarmament 
and collective security. 
Several things prevented the 
honest ministerial critics of min- 
isterial participation in the dem- 
-ocratic front from seeing this at 
‘the time. They were told by 
i many of their leaders as well as 
; by press, radio commentators 
--and liberal magazines, that the 
_ German-Soviet Non-aggression 
"and Trade Pact was an alliance 

when it was nothing of the sort. 
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From the same sources they 
heard continually that commu- 
nists and fascists, always in this 
order, were an equal menace to 
our democracy, that commu- 
nism and fascism were alike in 
nature. A short examination of 
the facts and _ authoritative 
source material: would have 
shown that both of these reiter- 
ated statements are contrary to 
the truth. Why then were they 
so easily accepted and repeated 
by so many of those whose busi- 
ness it is to proclaim the truth 
and when they do not know it 
to keep silent until they do? 
Was it because so many sub- 
tle, unrecognized interests op- 
erated—in this direction? Was 
one of these the fact that as long 
as religion is more theological 
than ethical as long as it insists 
that its faith rests upon reason 
and not upon an emotional 
choice of values, it does not 
know when its emotional 
choices are preventing or de- 
ceiving its reason? In that case 
it naturally lines up with Dies, 
Lyons, Eastman, et al, because 
it goes through the same mental 
process of accepting a premise 
which contains the conclusion 
within itself and so makes exam- 
ination of the facts unnecessary. 
If you start with the premise that 
communism is of the devil and 
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all communists are liars, you 
condemn what they are doing 
without having to examine it. 
No good can possibly come out 
of this Nazareth. And you don't 
recognize how much of your at- 
titude is an emotional reaction 
to the fact that communism is 
for a basic change in the eco- 
nomic order and is anti-reli- 
gious. 

Here we come to what is prob- 
ably the strongest factor in pro- 
ducing ministerial judgments on 
communism, communists, and 
collaboration with communists 
or the Soviet Union, on the basis 
of emotion instead of fact. It ap- 
pears in the phrases quoted at 
the beginning of this discussion: 
from the modernist, ‘the politi- 
cal exigencies of a foreign anti- 
religious power’; and from the 
fundamentalist, “this godless 
element now operating in our 
beloved country.” Under the 
emotion revealed in the terms 
“anti-religious and godless,” the 
foreign policies of the Soviet 
Union are seen as inimical to 
the United States and our com- 
munist citizens as enemies of 
the republic, without any exam- 
ination of the facts. This is the 
war spirit, springing out in de 
fense of the highest interest of 
those who are speaking, and it 
naturally sees the enemy as all 
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black. Those who are against — 
religion must be against every- 
thing else that is good. 

But the question is what kind 
of religion are we defending 
against the attack of the com- 
munists, and in what manner. — 
Are we defending the kind of © 
Greek Orthodoxy that led the — 
Black Hundred pograms of the © 
Czarist regimes? Or the kind of © 
Roman Catholicism that waxed 
rich on the superstitious igno- 
rance in which it held the pov- © 
erty stricken peons of Mexico, © 
blessed the killings of Franco, 
and under the guise of religious ~ 
freedom seeks to establish its 
property rights in the Soviet 
Union and a base to plot against 
that government? Or the kind 
of Protestantism manifest in the 
anti-cultural sects that have rep- 
resented it on Russian soil? 
There is a fight to a finish 
between the religion of Jesus 
developed in terms of the demo- 
cratic scientific age and the anti- 
religion of Communism. But it 
has to be fought, win or lose, 
with the weapons of the mind 
and the spirit. 

Those who permit the emo- 
tions generated by this religious 
conflict to take them into the 
camp of the political and eco- 
nomic reactionaries whose con- 
stant objective is the destruction 
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or crippling of the Soviet power 
will not succeed in defending 
their religion. Religion, like de- 
mocracy, can only save its life, 
when it is willing to run the risk 
of losing it in the interests of the 
common people. When Protes- 
tants join the issue squarely 
with the anti-religion of capital- 
ist imperialism they discover 
that the issue between Christian- 
ity and communism is on the 
road to a mutually helpful solu- 
tion. 

The true test in this religious 
issue, as in the matters of Soviet 
policy and the democratic front, 
was long ago given to Jesus by 
his disciples. He was willing to 
apply it even to those who were 
doing the things he wanted done 
without any reference to him. 
“By their fruits you shall know 
them”; in the paraphrase of our 
own American poet, ‘Not he that 
nameth the name, but he that 
doeth the deed.” In the parable 
of the judgment day, this test 
holds for eternity as well as for 
time, for nations as for individ- 
uals. His use of it makes Jesus 
real in the scientific age, where 
those of his followers who cling 
to the letter instead of the spirit, 
the form instead of the life, are 
ceasing to have influence. Here 
is the test which, in this time of 
confusion and chaos, the end of 
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an age just like the day when 
the words were uttered, will sift 
those who come in the name of 
Jesus, saying ’’Lo here” and ‘Lo 
there,’ leading astray if pos- 
sible even the elect. 

Unless the Protestant ministry 
can now see the affinity of this 
ethical test with the scientific 
method of reaching conclusions 
by observable fact, and will join 
them to reach their political and 
social judgments, there is ahead 
of us the fate written for blind 
leaders and the blind. And the 
ditch into which they all will 
then fall is both wide and deep. 
If they become the helpers, they 
will also be the victims of the 
anti-soviet front. They will first 
lose their freedom. Did not 
Lyons tell them through the 
Town Meeting of the Air recent- 
ly, and Max Eastman at a con- 
ference for democracy called by 
religious leaders, that freedom 
to speak and print must now be 
taken away from communists? 
And was not that in Germany, 
Italy, and France the first step 
in the destruction of all free- 
dom? Then, after sufficient prop- 
aganda the tocsin sounds again 
for that Holy War against the 
Soviet Union in the name of 
Christianity and _ civilization, 
which is the real objective of the 
anti-soviet front. 


LOVE'S “STRANGE WORK” 


By PAUL TILLICH 


wo Christians realized 
that the expectation of the 
end of this world had to be post- 
poned indefinitely a question 
became urgent which has never 
since ceased to be urgent in 
their theology. It is the question 
how the ethics of the Kingdom of 
God, the ethics of mercy and 
love, can be maintained in a 
world the structure of which is 
based on power and vindictive 
justice. Many solutions have 
been tried, some 
radical, some 
compromising, 
some mediating. 
But the problem 
.remained. And 
it will remain as 
long as there is 
Christianity in the world, al- 
though there will always be so- 
lutions satisfactory at least for 
a special situation and a special 
type of mind. One of the great- 
est, most genial and most para- 
doxical solutions is that of the 
Reformation, more exactly that 
of Luther. It is worthwhile for us 
to look at this solution in spite 
of the gap between original 
Protestantism and American de- 
nominational Christianity of the 


sake of love. 


The works of force are love's 
strange works. They contra- 
dict the proper work of love, 
mercy and selfsurrender. But 
they are necessary for the 


20th century. American Protes- 
tantism has been driven into a 
hopeless struggle between those 
who want to make the ethics of 
the Kingdom of God directly and 
legalistically the ethics of the 
state and those who are not con- 
cerned with the ethics of the 
Kingdom of God at all and fol- 
low the line of a nationalistic 
ideology (under the cover of 
Christian principles). It may be 
that the great reformer, to whom 
America owes 
more than she is 
willing to admit, 
has created a 
doctrine of 
Christian Love 
which comes 
nearer to a real 
solution than utopian idealism 
on the one hand and cynical 
realism on the other hand. And 
it may be that this solution can 
be transformed into terms that 
are actual and significant for 
our present situation. 
Everything. in Luther is de- 
pendent on his idea of God. He 
struggled about God and with 
God all his life, and whatever he 
said and did was an expression 
of his experiences gained in 
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this struggle. He experienced 
God as the wrathful judge 
whom he often could not dis- 
tinguish from Satan attacking 
him and driving him into de- 
_ spair. And then he experienced 


| him as the merciful God who 


has revealed his infinite love, 
self-surrendering himself in Je- 
sus the Christ. Both sides were 
equally strong in Luther's per- 
sonal life and theological doc- 
trine. So the question was vital 
for his being as well as for his 
thinking: How are these two 
sides united in God? And he 
found the answer: God’s own 
work is love, God’s strange 
work is wrath. But the strange 
work is only the paradoxical 
way in which he does his own 
work. In the Latin translation of 
Isaias, the prophet, chapter 28, 
says: “His work is strange in or- 
der to operate his proper work.” 
Luther interprets this: ‘‘He de- 
stroys in order to save—If he 
deeply relinquishes he deeply 
accepts, if he deeply condemns 
he mostly saves.” ‘‘But the mer- 
cy of God is more abundant be- 
cause it is the true nature of God 
while wrath certainly is God's 
strange work.” God acts through 
the contrast. He contradicts all 
human expectation. Only he 
who understands this under- 
__ stands the law that controls all 
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life: The law of contrast. Con- 
demning, deserting, destroying 
us is the way of saving, accept- 
ing, fulfilling us. The affirma- 
tive side of the Divine act is not 
manifest without the negative 
side. Through death to resurrec- 
tion: This is the ineluctable road 
of the Divine journey. Christ, 
especially his cross, reveals the 
paradoxical character of God's 
work, 

But it is obvious also in nature 
and history. Behind the creative 
and destructive forces of nature, 
behind the powers and king- 
doms of history, their rise and 
decay, God is acting. He ele- 
vates the great men and brings 
them low. They are only his 
masks and veils. The real mean- 
ing of all the suffering and trag- 
edy in history and in individual 
life is the establishment of the 
Kingdom of God. The destruc- 
tive and wrathful road of his- 
tory and the misery of all men 
is the paradoxical way of the 
Divine love. It is the strange 
work of the hidden, not of the 
revealed, God. But the hidden 
and the revealed God are one 
and the same. Therefore the 
work of the hidden God is the 
method of preparing the revela- 
tion of the manifest God, his 
strange act is preparation for 
his proper act. God works 
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through this contrast in all his 
works, not arbitrarily but be- 
cause by this contrast alone he 
can break human arrogance 
and the selfish will of his crea- 
tures. He works through the 
wrath of love: ‘There is wrath- 
ful love. For if love is angry it 
does no harm; but if hate and 
envy are angry, they destroy 
and distort as much as they can. 
For love's wrath tries to separate 
the evil that it hates from the 
good that it loves.” The severe, 
the bitter, the destructive act is 
the strange act of the loving 
God: Love's “strange work.” 
This profound idea is, of 
course, not compatible with a 
utilitarian and eudemonistic in- 
terpretation of life. If the mean- 
ing of life is the daily-life hap- 
piness of as many individuals 
as possible, God's activity in 
life contradicts completely the 
meaning of life and God cannot 
be justified; he only can be 
abolished. He has been abol- 
ished by innumerable people 
who had maintained the idea of 
God and the happiness-ideal to- 
gether till the tragedy of life 
grasped them and destroyed 
their assumption. In the last 
world war this process could be 
observed day by day; it was a 
temptation for everybody with- 
out exception. For we went into 
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that war with a God whose love © 
is smooth and soft and senti- 
mental, who is the simple tool 
for our moral betterment and 
our personal and social well- 
being. We did not know any ~ 
more the God who is wrath and — 
judgment not only upon the evil 
ones but also upon the good 
ones. We had forgotten what 
Hegel had known, that history 
is not the soil for the happiness 
of the individual. Now we have 
learned this lesson once more ~ 
and we will learn in the next 
years much more of it and the 
question will become urgent © 
whether our idea of God and the 
Divine love is profound enough 
to be maintained in such a situa- 
tion. He who does not under- 
stand that God acts through 
contrast, that his wrath is the 
tool of his love, cannot under- 
stand life and history. His faith 
will break down under the strain 
of the coming events. 

The doctrine of Love's strange 
work is applied by Luther to the 
question how Love and power 
can go together: The works of 
force are love's strange works. 
They contradict the proper work 
of love, mercy and selfsurrend- 
er. But they are necessary for 
the sake of love. For not God's 
love alone but our human love 
too has a paradoxical character. 
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The love of Christians, accord- 
ing to Luther, is as little soft and 
sentimental as the love of God. 
It acts through power and all 
its implications of forcing and 
killing, thus contradicting its 
own nature. Christian love also, 
we could say in consequence of 
Luther's thought, has a strange 
and a proper work. Luther stress- 
es the difference of these two 
works of Christian love. They 
should not be mixed with each 
other. The strange work of love 
is done by the state in war and 
peace. It is the work of enforc- 
ing justice against the evil will 
of people and protecting indi- 
viduals, groups and nations, 
against destruction from outside. 
This work needs the sword and 
must be hard and severe and 
pityless. The real and proper 
work of love, on the contrary, is 
forgiveness and selfsurrender. 


It is the work of the Christian in 
his personal relations and in the 
invisible Church. Neither of 
these works shall hamper the 
other. The state and its power is 
of no direct use in the realm of 
personal love, and personal 
love, is of no direct use in the 
realm of Law and_ power: 
"There are two kingdoms. The 
one is God's kingdom, the other 
is the kingdom of the world. 
God's kingdom is a realm of 
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grace and mercy and not a 
realm of wrath or punishment. 
For in it is mere forgiving, sav- 
ing, loving, serving, benevo-. 
lence, peace and joy. But the 
kingdom of the world is a realm 
of wrath and severity. For in it 
is mere punishing, defending, 
judging, condemning, in order 
to force the evil ones and to pro- 
tect the faithful ones. Therefore 
it has and uses the sword. The 
Biblical words which speak of 
mercy belong to the Kingdom of 
God and the Christians, not to 
the earthly law. For a Christian 
shall not only be merciful but 
he also shall suffer many 
things. But the kingdom of the 
world which is nothing more 
than the tool of the divine wrath 
over against the evildoers shall 
be severe. It looks after the evil- 
doers in order to protect and to 
save the faithful.” 


Luther imagines the conse- 
quences of a mixture of both 
realms; he sees how the faithful 
are always in a small minority 
and how without the power of 
the government they would be 
eliminated from earth by the 
majority which is always bad. 
He sees how the Turks would 
extinguish Christianity if they 
were opposed not by armies but 
by doctors of theology who 
would try to convince them that 
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they are wrong. Love and force, 
each must do its work consist- 
ently and perfectly, but force is 
the servant of love, it is the 
strange work of love. Or, as Lu- 
ther has expressed it in another 
picture: “The earthly govern- 
ment might even be called a 
kingdom of God. For he wants it 
to last and wants us to live in 
obedience to it. But it is only 
the Kingdom of his left hand. In 
his right kingdom which he gov- 
erns himself there is no father 
and mother, emperor and king, 
hangman and police, but where 
he is himself there the Gospel 
is preached to the poor.” The 
individual Christian who has a 
state office shall not feel that 
the two works he has to do con- 
tradict each other. As judge and 
soldier and hangman he does a 
work of love—a strange work of 
love of course, but a necessary 
work of love. ‘Although it does 
not seem that killing and de- 
spoiling is a work of love, and 
many simpleminded think it is 
no Christian work and should 
not be done by Christians, in 
reality it is a work of love—and 
if you see how it protects the 
faithful, wife and children, 
house and land, fortune and 
honor, and preserves and main- 
tains peace by its doing you 
must find how precious and 
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divine work it is.” 

If the work of force is a work 
of love, although an alien one, 
it must be done in the spirit of 
the love which is hidden behind 
it. This happens if it is done 
without selfishness and passion, 
in obedience to the principles of 
justice. But the content of jus- 
tice cannot be derived from 
love. It is the positive law, cre- 
ated by the historical process 
and through it by God's irra- 
tional will. The given system of 
power must be accepted. There 
is no principle in the proper 
work of love for its strange 
work. There is no principle in 
the ethics of the “right” king- 
dom of God for the governing 
of his “left” and “strange” king- 
dom, the state. This was the 
limitation of Luther and Luther- 
an ethics. The limitation was 
due partly to Luther's aversion 
to rational law as the principle 
of social ethics and to any le- 
galistic, impersonal solution. It 
was due partly to Luther's feel- 
ing of the total depravity of 
man, especially of the masses 
and the necessity of maintaining 
the given status even when dis- 
torted, in order to avoid chaos. 
It was due also to the political 
situation of rising absolutism 
and the patriarchal structure of 
social life in central Europe 
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which gave more room for per- 
sonal relations and acts of crea- 
tive love than any structure of 
society in which the human re- 
lations are mainly determined 
by abstract laws. 

The limitations of Luther's so- 
cial ethics with respect to the 
present mass-society have been 
over emphasized. By a gro- 
tesque exaggeration the whole 
of German history, including 
militarism and Nazism has been 
derived from Luther's doctrine 
of the state. It is now time to ask 
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for the truth in Luther's atiitude 
over against Anglo-Saxon legal- 
ism on the one hand and Nazi 
cynicism on the other hand. Our 
new understanding of the dy-- 
namic and irrational character 
of life and history, our new ex- 
perience of the demonic forces 
in individuals and nations, their 
destructive and at the same time 
their creative character, make it 
possible to rediscover the pro- 
found doctrine of the refomer of 
the Christian Church: The doc- 
trine of Love's strange work. 


NOTE 


The following dispatch which comes from Mexico City (ONA) 
as we go to press amply confirms the importance of the back- 
ground information in Mr. Hartendorp’s article which begins on 
the next page of this issue: "The Philippines section of the Spanish 
Falange has been formally honored for its fifth column aid to 
Japan in landing on that American possession, it was disclosed 
here today. This was probably the first time a spy ring has ever 
been decorated in public. The award was announced at a meeting 
on January 5 at Granada, Spain, by Pilar Primo de Rivera, leader 
of the Falange women’s section and sister of the founder of the 
Falange...” 


THE JESUIT PLAN FOR THE PHILIPPINES 
By A. V. H. HARTENDORP * 
—A vitally important background story 


URING the past two years or so, American and Irish-Ameri- 
can Jesuits in the Philippines have made a demonstration 
that has appalled a good many people, Catholics included. 
Through a publication called the Philippine Commonweal, official 
organ of ‘Catholic Action,” published in Manila, and the so-called 
“Catholic Hour’ on the Manila radio, they went on a rampage that 
has only recently been brought under some control, thanks to an 
aroused public opinion which chiefly manifested itself in the 
columns of one liberal publication, the Philippine Magazine. Most 
of the rest of the press preserved a cautious silence, but the out- 
spokenness of this American-owned monthly found enough public 
backing to cause the Jesuits to moderate their program. This pro- 
gram is obviously based on a resolve that, as under the terms of 
the Tydings-McDuffie Act, American sovereignty over the Philip- 
pines will be withdrawn in 1946, the Philippines shall again be- 
come a ‘Catholic country,” a hierarchial preserve, rather than 
grow into a glorious daughter-republic of the United States of 
America. 

The hierarchy sees the same chance in the Philippines that it 
grasped in France under Pétain after the surrender of the Republic. 
The hierarchy is determined that the Philippines shall become a 
clerico-Fascist state like Spain and Portugal. 

With this end in view, the hierarchy, particularly insofar as it 
is represented by the ‘‘Order of Jesus,’ definitely employed the 
press and the radio and whatever other means of propaganda 
it possessed in church and school as weapons against the spirit 
and institutions of both the Government of the United States and 
the Government of the Commonwealth of the Philippines. Openly 
the Jesuits set out on a campaign of disparagement and sabotage 
aimed at undermining and destroying what America, aided by 
the liberty-loving Filipinos themselves, has labored for forty years 
to establish—a strong outpost of Democracy in eastern Asia. 
Though this campaign has now to some degree been checked, 
and the Jesuit propagandists have become more cautious, a situa- 
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tion has been created which is doing actual damage to democratic 
institutions of vital importance, such ds the public schools and the 
press, and which if not effectively combatted, will result in-a seri- 
ous deterioration of the democratic spirit in the country. 

What is going on now in the Philippines is not to be regarded 
as a purely local phenomenon, as an anachronistic resurgence of 
medieval theocracy, but as a phase of the Black Fascist activity 
that has been unfolding throughout the Latin countries of Europe 
and in Latin America since the Fascist victory in Spain. The devel- 
opments in the Philippines are perhaps more startling than similar 
developments elsewhere, because what is happening in the Philip- 
pines is going on not in a Fascist-conquered country, but under 
the American flag and in defiance of that flag. 

In a short article like this it is possible to give only a very 
general idea of how the ‘’soldiers of the Church’’ have been com- 
porting themselves, but a few examples of their propaganda and 
other activities will be of interest to American readers. 

There was, for instance, the “Catholic Hour’’ broadcast on 
the Sunday following the Fourth of July which was announced 
as “dramatizing the development of the great American democ- 
racy.” It was supposedly a patriotic program. But in this play, the 
early settlers of the original Thirteen Colonies were compared un- 
favorably to the Catholic Spaniards and French who colonized 
other parts of America, being characterized, in fact, as ignorant 
and criminal riffraff from English jails; colonial life was repre- 
sented as a welter of drunkenness, immorality, and bloodshed; 
Patrick Henry—the only patriot mentioned by name, was held up 
as a simpleton; brutality in the treatment of Negro slaves was 
emphasized (but what was that in comparison to the Spanish 
cruelties?); America’s entry into the World War was made out to 
have been brought about by false atrocity stories, the American 
motive one of a lust for war profits. There was hardly. a character 
in this play dramatizing American history who was not a thief, 
murderer, slave-beater, war-profiteer, divorcé, or suicide. Through- 
out the American conception of ‘inalienable rights” and the ideals 
of liberty and freedom were derided and mocked. 

Thus was travestied for the edification of our Filipino wards 
the epic struggle for freedom and equality which is the history 
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of the United States. It was a vilification of the traditions and the 
history, the institutions and the heroes, and the government and 
the spirit of America. The play, first given in English, was later 
the same Sunday evening given in Tagalog, the language spoken 
by four million Filipinos around Manila. It was written by an 
“American” Jesuit, Father James B. Reuter, Professor of Rhetoric 
at the Ateneo de Manila, a Jesuit college which caters to the sons 
of the wealthier and more influential Filipinos. The play was enact- 
ed by students and alumni of the school. 

In contrast to this anti-American broadcast, reference may be — 
made to a series of two or three broadcasts by this same group 
of propagandists, which was organized by the Jesuit, Father Rus- 
sell M. Sullivan, on the greatness and beauty of a certain govern- 
ment and state—one of this earth, to be sure, yet a veritable Para- 
dise. This was not the United States of America and its govern- 
ment, or any democracy at all, but the corporative, clerico-Fascist 
state of Portugal. The ex-seminarist dictator Salazar was fulsomely 
eulogized for several Sundays on end and the hope was expressed 
that the Philippines might find a leader like this man who delivered 
his country, stamped and sealed, to the Roman Catholic “Church.” 
Nothing was said in these broadcasts about the Concordat, con- 
cluded between Portugal and the Vatican, which, in a “trusting 
union of effort” (these words are Salazar’s), makes virtually public 
officials of priests, and provides, among other things, for govern- 
ment subsidies to church schools and foreign missions (also free 
lands}, and for government pensions and even “rest-houses” for 
retired missionaries. All this and heaven, too! 

For four centuries the Philippines suffered grievously under 
the slave-economy established under Spanish-Clerical rule, the 
Filipinos sharing the lot not only of all other over-seas subjects 
of the Spanish kings but of the common people in Spain itself. 
The Filipinos have not forgotten the evils of friar-rule which they 
fought a long series of insurrections to overthrow, the last one 
being interrupted by the advent of the United States. But the 
hierarchy intends that they shall forget this. A “Catholic Hour” 
broadcast on Rizal Day, supposedly dramatizing the life of Jose 
Rizal, Philippine hero-martyr, who was executed in Manila in 
1896 at the instigation of priests, brought out nothing about the 
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cause to which Rizal sacrificed his life,—the reform of the brutali- 
ties and other evils of friar-rule, but enacted at painful, in fact, 
indecent, length the prison-cell scenes during which, in conver- 
sation with his “‘spiritual advisers,’ he allegedly broke down and 
“recanted his heresies.” Rizal can no longer protest against such 
indignities, nor against the demand of Church propagandists that 
new editions of his two noted books, the Philippine classics that 
have been translated under the titles, The Social Cancer and The 
Reign of Greed, in which “the errors and faults of the old editions 
may be corrected in accordance with the latest historical and lit- 
erary discoveries in Rizalania.” 

Rizal is the Washington-Lincoln of his country; his portrait 
hangs in every public school room, a province, several towns, 
and many institutions have been named after him, President 
Quezon dramatically alluded to him in his inaugural address, 
asking his audience to pause for a moment to pay tribute to his 
memory as the nation entered upon the threshold of independent 
nationhood, but a Commonweal columnist who carefully hides in 
anonymity, stated that the Ateneo, Rizal's ‘Alma Mater,” does not 
recommend Rizal's misleading books to its students and does not 
honor the ‘embittered foe’’ and the ‘writer with the poison-pen,” 
but rather the man ‘’who triumphed over pride and prejudice at 
the last moment . . . and who died after receiving the Last Sacra- 
ment.’ Here the hatred for Rizal again comes out into the open, 
though it is nearly fifty years since his farcical trial and public 
murder; nearly fifty years since his bullet-riddled body was 
thrown into an unmarked grave—despite the “reconciliation” with 
the “Church.” That hate, having slain the man, would now destroy 
the works of his genius that still live after him—because they tell 
the truth. 

While the Catholic clergy decrees that Rizal is not to be read 
and his works are kept off the bookshelves in the ‘Catholic’ 
_ schools, the “Royal and Pontific University of Santo Tomas,” 
_. founded in 1611, through its Spanish Rector Magnificus, Fr. Sil- 
vestre Sancho, O.B., tendered an appointment as Honorary Rector 
of the University, which he in due time accepted, to Generalis- 
simo Francisco Franco. The raising of the head of a foreign and 
Fascist state to such a dignity in the Philippines, a dictator who 
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is openly hostile to the United States, was defended by the anony- 
mous columnist already mentioned, and he asked blandly what 
could be wrong with that? . 

The sending of Filipino graduates of Catholic schools to Spain 
for postgraduate work was recently defended by the same writer 
and the government policy of sending such students to American 
universities was criticized as follows: 

Everybody knows that the most outstanding, the most famous, the most schol- 
arly authorities in literature, English, history, pedagogy, and philosophy are not 
in the United States, Yet why is the government spending good, hard-earned Philip- 
pine pesos to send us (this anonymous columnist is generally believed to be an 
American Jesuit priest) to Chicago U., Columbia, Kansas State, and Hickville, not 
to mention good old Siwash? Maybe somebody is being gypped and doesn’t know it. 

Most dangerous of all in the Philippines—most inimical to the 
establishment of the Philippines as a daughter republic of the 
United States, is the ‘Catholic’ attack on the public schools which 
is steadily increasing in intensity and animosity. The public 
schools first opened by American soldiers even before the fighting 
was over, and now enrolling some 2,500,000 children under 12,500 
teachers, are constantly attacked as both “undemocratic” (sic) 
and ‘godless,’ though the great majority of both teachers and 
pupils are, of course, Catholic, They want “religion” taught in the 
classrooms and reiterate the demand that a share of the public 
funds for education be allotted to the Catholic private schools, The 
Philippine Constitution, which forbids this, is attacked as a ‘'Ma- 
sonic document,” 


Up to the time of the inauguration of the Commonwealth gov- 
ernment, the hierarchy for the most part lay low in respect to mat- 
ters of public education, even during the time of Governor-General 
Frank Murphy, the last American chief executive, who is a Catho- 
lic. The “rough stuff” began very soon after President Quezon 
took office, In 1936, a certain. Father McCarthy went so far as to 
organize a student spy-system in the University of the Philippines 
(the state university) and to demand the discharge of certain pro- 
fessors for heresy.’ The University had to take official action to 
bring his activities against academic freedom to an end, In 1938 a 
bill was actually passed by the National Assembly, acting under 
strong pressure which the clergy applied through the wives of the 
legislators and by floods of telegrams from all over the country 
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all couched in the same words, that would have introduced ’'reli- 
gious instruction” into the public schools, and put a priest at the 
elbow of every school principal. Vice-President Sergio Osmena, 
then also Secretary of Public Instruction, himself a devout Catholic, 
opposed the bill, though the Bishop of his district sent him a tele- 
gram declaring that his ‘‘personal prestige was endangered by 
his conduct in helping enemy Masons and Protestants who are 
opposing the bill.” President Quezon vetoed the measure, stating: 

It should be unnecessary to remind the ecclesiastical authorities in the Philip- 
pines that the separation of Church and State in this country is a reality and not a 
mere theory, and that as far as our people are concerned, it is forever a settled 


question that this separation shall be maintained as one of the cardinal tenets of 
our government. 


Recently, the hierarchy, led by the Jesuits, has begun a cam- 
paign, through the so-called Catholic Educational Association, 
aimed at destroying the public school system by still another 
means. They are demanding permission from the government, 
which supervises and regulates all education, public and private, 
to reduce the four-year high school term and the four-year college 
term to three years each. This demand came after the too hasty 
enactment of a law last year reducing the elementary school 
term from seven to six years. By thus securing the lowering of edu- 
cational standards, those behind the “Catholic Educational Asso- 
ciation” hope to drain the public and non-sectarian private schools 
and colleges of pupils and students or force them to a similar 
lowering of standards. Of course, they do not admit this and even 
express “amazement” over the fact that anyone could possibly 
think so. They declare that they wish actually to raise the stand- 
ards by “eliminating or postponing unnecessary or overlapping” 
courses from the curricula—mostly science and history courses. 
They use such elevated arguments as the following: that the sys- 
tem they advocate will lessen the educational burden on the gov- 
ernment and on the parents; that the Filipinos need not “slavishly 
imitate” the United States; that the system has been in practice 
in Europe “for four hundred years” and was followed here in 
Spanish times, producing such great leaders as Quezon and 
Osmefia; and they clinch the argument by declaring that any 
Filipino who does not believe that Filipino intelligence is capable 
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of doing in 6-3-3 years (total 12) what it takes Americans to do in 
8-4-4 years (total 16) is suffering from a deplorable “inferiority 
complex.” 

Weird semi-seminaristic curricula have been outlined for high 
school and college by such men as Father Edward Haggerty, S.J., 
_and Father Vincent de Paul O’Bierne, 8.J., calling for many hours 
of “religious instruction” each year (regardless of “overlapping” 
there), and other courses consisting chiefly of language, rhetoric, 
and scholastic “philosophy.’’ Spokesmen of the Association say 
that “formation” rather than “information” is the aim and that 
the courses, predominantly linguistic in content’’ promote the “de- 
velopment in the student of wisdom and eloquence.” The Univer- 
sity of Santo Tomas was prepared to grant the degrees of B.A., 
B.Ph., B.Sc., B.Sc. in Education, B.Sc. in Home Economics, and 
B. Lit. in Journalism to students who according to the plan would 
be around eighteen years old. ‘The main object’’ said Father 
Haggerty, ‘is to develop correct habits of thought... The final end 


and destiny of man, his moral nature, his obligations . . . the 
rights of the working man... the question of strikes . . . living 
wages... obligations of the courts... the rights of rulers and 


peoples ... the right to undertake war ... must be settled definitely 
if the student is to understand life and understand it as a whole... 
if he is to be able to solve the intricate problems of our modern, 
complex civilization with sympathy and justice for all involved.” 
If the wise and eloquent college graduate should, after all, not 
feel quite sure of the right solutions, he could allow a Franco or a 
Salazar to provide them for him. 

The hierarchy in the Philippines is bent on doing away with 
the public school system in the Philippines and bringing back the 
European class-system of education which aims at keeping the 
masses dumb and the upper classes witless. The curricula these 
priests propose prove clearly they are not interested in education 
at all, only in reactionary indoctrination. They care nothing for 
culture; only for their cult. They hope to regain their strangle- 
hold on the mind of the people and bring back the days of obscu- 
rantism and what a Filipino scholar has called “ignorantismo.” 

The temper of the clerico-Fascists in the Philippines is well 
illustrated by a recent incident. Silliman University, a Protestant 


1942 THE JESUIT PLAN FOR THE PHILIPPINES 83 


institution of high repute in the country, celebrated its fortieth 
anniversary, and U. 8. High Commissioner Francis B. Sayre is- 
sued a short congratulatory statement on the occasion, saying 
that this shool is representative of the best in the culture which 
the United States brought to the Philippines. This simple statement 
of fact excessively irked the Commonweal columnist several times 
quoted here. He presumed to call the High Commissioner to ac- 
count in the following words: 

It was not an easy task that High Commissioner Sayre chose to perform last 
week in speaking words of praise for an institution which, no matter how it may 
since have mended its ways, must nevertheless still be identified with the introduc- 
tion in the Philippines of a practice that ill becomes Americans. I refer to the Com- 
missioner’s generous but ill-founded belief that the institution he was congratulating 
had been behaving as a representative of the best in American culture and manner 
of living. Indubitably, much of what he said was true, but as a believer in the 
necessity of telling the truth, its bitterness notwithstanding, I must correct the im- 
pression thus created. Proselytism, or, in the words of a former non-Catholic min- 
lister, “Poaching in somebody else’s preserve,” isn't American; and even if some 
Americans practice this mode of theft, it can’t be called, by any stretch of liberality, 
among the best American traditions. 

He went on to charge that the “extremely sectarian and big- 
oted institutions which followed the flag here,’ used their “con- 
verts’ as “reserves and active units in an anti-Catholic fifth-col- 
umn,” and quoted ‘American observers” as stating that in Catho- 
lic countries below the Rio Grande as well, the ‘activities of 
American religious workers” is ‘creating anti-American sentiment 
among the natives.” He ended with a recommendation, also put 
in the mouth of some one else, that “the flow of so much zeal from 
the United States be stopped.” 

The Philippines is thus a “preserve” which no agency of en- 
lightenment may enter without “poaching” on an area the hier- 
archy wishes it to be understood is staked out for its own field 
of sacerdotal (and also to no small extent capitalistic) exploitation. 
Here, too is an indication of the tie-up in the priestly mind be- 
tween the Philippines and Latin America, and another scarcely 
concealed threat to the American government. 

Foreign priests are coming to the Philippines in increasing 
numbers, to such an extent that a de-Filipinization of the clergy 
is reported to be taking place in some parts of the country. About 
half of the Germans in the Philippines are priests and nuns. The ma- 
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jority of the foreign priests still are Spaniards. But the most oggres- 
sive and vocal anti-democratic section of the clergy is made up 
chiefly of American or Irish-American Jesuits. During the past ten 
or twelve years, large sums of money have been spent by the 
hierarchy, not to build new churches, but new convents for reli- 
gious workers and new schools and colleges, or what pass as 
such. The latter cater chiefly to the sons and daughters of the 
wealthy and influential. The large, modern, concrete buildings 
testify to the effort the “Church” is making to regain its hold on 
the people, which, admittedly, has been slipping under the Amer- 
ican policy of liberalism and enlightenment. 

The wealth of the Roman Catholic Church in the Philippines 
is still enormous, both in land and buildings, large haciendas, 
and investments in mines, banks, insurance companies, pawn- 
shops, and other enterprises, including some large sugar-centrals. 
Recently it has become known that a non-Catholic brokerage firm 
in Manila has a large quantity of Jesuit funds ready for invest- 
ment on good security at eight per cent. Through its business in- 
vestments as well as through its propaganda weapons, the 
“Church” is able to exert strong pressure on the government and 
on the press. 

There is plenty of opposition to the anti-democratic activities 
of the “Church” in the Philippines, even among the more devout 
Catholics, but this opposition for the most part remains mute. As 
in the United States, the press generally is being bullied into 
silence. 

Are the clerico-Fascist ideology and the programs and 
methods of Franco, Salazar, and Pétain to be backed up by our 
own Catholic citizens rather than our American spirit and way 
of life? This can scarcely be imagined, but should American Cath- 
olics decide to follow the political leadership of anti-democratic 
Fascism, then we would witness an insurrection within the great- 
est stronghold of democracy in the world, an insurrection led by 
the oldest and best organized enemy of human freedom in all 
history. 

It is, after all, a good thing that the hierarchy in the Philippines, 
led by American Jesuits, is revealing its methods and aims so 
openly. 
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LETTERS FROM THE Tomes. By Morris U. Schappes, with a fore- 


mittee, New York. 


HIS slender, unpretentious 

booklet will outlive most of 
its voluminous contemporaries. 
It was written without affecta- 
tion and without thought of roy- 
alty sheets. When you read it 
you will not have the feeling that 
an ambitious author, a writer 
who wants to go places, is 
breathing hotly down your neck. 

You will be moved by the 
Letters of Morris U. Schappes, 
the teacher expelled from New 
York's City College and jailed, 
by a travesty of justice, because 
of his belief in a better society. 
An exultant, triumphant note 
emanates from these Letters 
from the Tombs. Schappes—vic- 
tim of a hysterical wave of 
Fascism that swept over our 
shores in the years in which we 
were supposed to be girding our 
loins for the fight against Fas- 
cism—was never defeated. His 
simple letters brim over with joie 
de vivre. With his genuine sym- 
pathy for his jailers and fellow 
inmates and his never-ceasing 
wonder at human goodness, 


' stupidity and cruelty, he really 


sits in judgment over those who 
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| word by Richard Wright. Published by the Schappes Defense Com- 


may have had the temporary il- — 
lusion that it was they who 
judged him. . 
Schappes’ Letters are not arti- 
ficial literature. They are life set 
down on paper without pretense 
or posturing. In their limpidity 
and their informality they are 
reminiscent of some of the letters 
of Maxim Gorki, and of Ernst 
Toller from a German jail— 
when Toller was still undefeat- 
ed and when the walls of his 
prison gave him wings. 
Schappes’ Letters should be 
read now, while his case is still 
vivid in our memories and while 
the call to arms against Fascism 
fills the air. Reading them, many 
of us may regain the faculty of 
blushing. 
JOSEPH BRAININ 
Mission TO Moscow, by Jo- 
seph E. Davies, Ambassador 
to the Soviet Union from 1936- 
1938. 659 pages. Simon and 
Schuster; N. Y. 1941. $3.00 
If there is hope for America it 
is in those qualities in the na- 
tional life revealed by these dia- 
ries and letters: integrity, intel- 
ligence, imagination, courage, 
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and a native American ideal- 
ism. 

If there is danger for America 
it is in those elements in the na- 
tional life which would appear 
to have been not sufficiently 
_ impressed with Davies’ report 
to act upon it sooner. 

It is one of the duties of am- 
bassadors to find out what's 
what in the countries they are 
assigned to. 

During the past decade the 
most important of these assign- 
ments was “godless” Russia. 
What was what in Russia? Was 
the Red Army any good? Could 
the Russians create and run an 
industrial plant? Were the peo- 
ple happy or on the point of re- 
bellion? Even the questions peo- 
ple asked about Russia were 
confused. Often the questions 
were trivial because nobody ex- 
cept the hidden directors of 
Fascism knew how important 
Russia was and how deadly se- 
rious any questions about Rus- 
sia should be. 

The Fascist heads (not Mus- 
solini, not even Hitler, but those 
who use these two) knew that 
in Russia was being nurtured 
the greatest threat to authorita- 
rianism which had visited this 
earth since the American and 
French Revolutions. The Fascist 
brains (simmering in deep clos- 
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ets far from the light of day) © 


were neither shocked nor de- 
ceived by the harshness or by 
the occasional crudeness of the 
Bolsheviks. They recognized 


with sure intuition that if Bol- 


shevism should be allowed to 
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succeed in Russia their game ~ 


was up. 
How did they go about to de- 


stroy it? They planned and in- © 


stituted a great world propa- 
ganda to stir up a modern cru- 


sade against Russia. They start- ~ 


ed with the mild tyrannies of 


Dolfuss and Salazar, and went — 
on to more heroic methods. — 


They created Mussolini with his 
Black Shirts. They created Hit- 
ler with his Brown Shirts. They 
concocted Franco. 

It has frequently been said 
that democracy is the final vic- 
tim of Fascism. That is true, but 
the Fascists have never really 
taken democratic opposition Se- 
riously. Democracy was the 
least of their worries. The dem- 
ocracies would fold up almost 
of their own accord. Just pick 
one, France, for instance. Then 
create the atmospheric chill of 
terror of Bolshevism. Then in- 
fect a few generals or admirals 
with the Fascist virus. France 
falls, betrayed from within. 
Then pick another democracy, 
America, for instance. Spread 


a 


1942 


the idea that the first victim, 
France, fell because there was 
no “‘discipline,’’ no ‘‘obedience,”’ 
no “authority.” Scatter rumors 
of Bolshevism in labor unions, 
Bolshevism in the schools, Bol- 
shevism in Consumers’ organi- 
zations, Bolshevism in the pul- 
pit, Bolshevism in the air every- 
where. Pull down the windows. 
Lock the doors. The frightened 
people will telephone the Fas- 
cist to come and protect them. 
Yes there was a short and 
easy method with the comfort- 
loving democracies. But it 
would not be so simple with the 
Bolsheviks themselves. There 
were not so many things with 
which you could scare the Bol- 
sheviks. They lived pretty well 
out on the edge of things. True, 
_the Bolsheviks feared the de- 
mocracies as the democracies 
feared the Bolsheviks. But the 
thing the Bolsheviks feared in 
the democracies was a tend- 
ency in democracies towards 
Fascism. They knew that once 
the democracies were able to 
_ expel that tendency they would 


| have nothing to fear from them. 


_ This magazine had always felt 
that this expulsion would be 
_ hastened by the actual involve- 
ment of the democracies in war 
with Fascism. Once involved 
we felt that the involvement 
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would deepen until the historic 
issues of our day would stand 
clearly defined and democracy 
might fulfill itself in a great new 
accession of strength. 

“Might.” Not “would.” Many 
hazards remained, especially 
time and the use of time. If 
Roosevelt could only know the 
truth! If only he could get an 
ambassador who could really 
gauge the strength and since- 
rity of the Soviets. 

Roosevelt chose Davies. And 
Davies told Roosevelt the truth. 
I can not summarize it here 
much more than to say that it is 
the opposite of what you have 
read in the newspapers and in 
the weekly opinion magazines. 
However, a few passages will 
show what I mean: 

Diary, Moscow—March 4, 1937 
Stalin, it was reported, insisted 
upon liberalism of the constitution 
even though it hazarded his power 
and party control. 

Regarding the 
purges: 

Diary, Moscow—July 4, 1937 

Litvinov was very frank. He stated 
that they had to “make sure” 
through these purges that there 
was no treason left which could 
co-operate with Berlin or Tokyo; 
that someday the world would un- 
derstand that what they had done 
was to protect their government 
from ‘menacing treason.” In fact, 


he said they were doing the whole 
service in protecting 


celebrated 


world a 
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themselves against the menace of 
Hitler and Nazi world domination, 
and thereby preserving the Soviet 
Union strong as a bulwark against 
the Nazi threat. That the world 
someday would appreciate what 
a very great man Stalin was. 

Confidential Memorandum, Moscow— 

June 9, 1938 
Stalin then went on to say that 
the reactionary elements in Eng- 
land, represented by the Chamber- 
lain government, were determined 
upon a policy of making Germany 
strong, and thus place France in a 
position of continually increasing 
dependence upon England, also 
with the purpose of ultimately 
making Germany strong as against 
Russia. He stated that in his opin- 
ion Chamberlain did not represent 
the English people and that he 
would drive too hard a bargain, 

Letter to Harry Hopkins, January 18, 

1939 
The Chamberlain policy of throw- 
ing Italy, Poland, and Hungary in- 
to the arms of Hitler may be com- 
pleted by so disgusting the Soviets 
that it will drive Russia into an eco- 
nomic agreement and an ideologi- 
cal truce with Hitler. 

Diary, Brussels—February 6, 1939 
Hudson, who was going to Moscow 
on this British mission, was very 
much interested in talking with me 
about Russia. I gave him the facts 
frankly as I saw them. He was sur- 
prised —even startled. He said, 
“This is extraordinary. Why don’t 
we get these same reports from 
our people in Moscow? Their re- 
ports are definitely to the con- 
trary.’ If you asked me why our 
reports differ, my reply would be 
that it is to be found in the fact 


that I am not a professional diplo 
mat, but a lawyer and a busine 
man who was accustomed to ma 
ing judgments on situations in 
which it was always important to 
me personally that I should recog- © 
nize facts when I see them and 
not misread them... . I believed © 
that in any bureaucratic organiza- _ 
tion there was always a tendency © 
to report to their chiefs what their 
chiefs wanted to hear. It will be a 
first-class disaster to peace, I 

frankly said, if Britain and France 
did not tie up definitely with Rus- 
sia in a common front for the de-— 
fence of peace against this mad- | 


man Hitler, : 
This truth finally begins to) 
weigh the scales of American 
opinion, 
For our people are in a “rage > 
to know.” They will buy this — 
book. It will sell a million cop- 
ies. And it will introduce to them 
a kindly shrewd midwestern 
lawyer, transparently honest, 
charmingly candid, the man 
whose independence of judg- 
ment served not only this na- 
tion, but civilization at a cru- 
cial moment. KL. 


THE Soviets ExPeEcTeD It, By 
Anna Louise Strong. The Dial 
Press, New York. $2.50. 


Anna Louise Strong's book, 
coming from so consistent a 
friend of the people of the Soviet 
Union, will hardly make as 
deep an impression on the 
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“7 American mind as Mission to 
> Moscow, by a former Ambassa- 
‘}dor to Russia whose faith in 
J capitalism is unimpeachable. 
“/) But I sincerely hope that The 
) Soviets Expected It will reach a 
") wide reading public. It is a sim- 
) ple, comprehensive survey of 
 Stalin’s obstinate determination 
not to become involved in any 
armed conflict before the Rus- 
“} sian people were fully prepared 
to withstand the assault. It is an 
illuminating report on the build- 
ing of the Soviets’ fantastic de- 
fenses, the modernization of the 
Red Army, the smashing of the 
fifth column inside Russia, the 
motives behind the Nazi-Soviet 
pact. And it reveals what makes 
Russia fight. 


Military developments on the 
Russian front today underscore 
and confirm most of Anna 
Louise Strong's observations, in- 
terpretations and conclusions. 
But it should not be forgotten 
that this book was written at a 
time when Hitler’s hordes were 
| battering at the gates of Moscow 
and Leningrad, when American 
and British military and political 
experts were taking the collapse 
of Russia for granted and when 
belief in the Red Army required 
not merely faith but a deep con- 
_viction based on knowledge and 


_ experience. 
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Miss Strong has that knowl- 
edge and experience. And when 
this sturdy daughter of a Ne- 
braska Congregational minister 
says: ‘Here in our own land the 
line-up of our own ‘people's 
forces’ has received from the 
Red Army's valor the greatest 
stimulus to united action we 
have ever known,” she speaks 
with the voice of an America 
that—perhaps slowly, but inevi- 
tably—is going to make itself 


heard. 
JOSEPH BRAININ 


REGENERATION, by Denis Sau- 
rat. 64 pp. E. P. Dutton & Co., 
N. Y. $1.00 


THE CRISIS OF OuR AGE, by P. 
A. Sorokin. 338 pp. E. P. Dut- 
ton & Co., N. Y. $3.50 


Professor Denis Saurat, a 
close friend of the Free French 
leader, Charles de Gaulle, has 
just written a little book called 
Regeneration. In this book the 
professor says that Hitler really 
expresses the will of the Ger- 
man masses, that indeed he has 
not suppressed the masses at all 
but that he has suppressed “the 
originality of thought and feel- 
ing among the natural upper 
classes of the nation.’ The rise 
of Hitler was the inevitable out- 
come of what the professor calls 
"the democratic error.’ The 
masses, he says, _ selfishly 
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adopted a 40 hour week in 
France when the Germans were 
working 70 hours. “The disor- 
ganization caused by this popu- 
lar movement, the slowing 
down or the complete stoppage 
of the French war industries, 
proved to be the main causes of 
France’s inferiority in arma- 
ment when the trial came.” "In 
short, the history of democra- 
cies proves that the people as a 
body are completely unable to 
see where their true interest 
lies, and are moved only by 
short-sighted instinct making 
for immediate comfort or profit.” 
Applying all this to France Pro- 
fessor Saurat calls for a fuehrer. 
Only he calls him a Chief .. . 
and he calls for a national 
church for France and his book 
has a friendly foreword by 
Charles de Gaulle. 

Professor P. A. Sorokin, once 
an ikon gilder, later a secretary 
of Kerensky, now a teacher at 
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Harvard College, has wvitten a_ 
book called “The Crisis of Our 
Age." In this book he says that” 
our age is a sensate (secular, | 
this-worldly) culture in its dying 
stages. The sensate culture has 
lasted about 4 or 5 hundred 
years and now is giving way to_ 
a@ new age which will replace 
sensory values with supersen- ~ 
sory values. 
And Professor Sorokin says 
that even if Hitler is beaten that 
“will neither arrest nor de-— 
crease the tragedy of the crisis 
until the sensate premise of our 
culture is replaced, by a super- — 
sensory or other-worldly base.” — 
However, in this book Professor — 
Sorokin does not say whether 
he would have this base estab- 
lished by a national church, but 
his idea is a comforting one for 
those whose ambitions center 
around the establishment of 
some sort of spiritual monopoly. 
K. L. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Essentially I am in agreement with Dr. Tillich’s line of argu- 
ment in his articles on ‘War Aims.’ Much of our talk about war 
aims has been hopelessly superficial and born of a barren nine- 
teenth century rationalism. I also fully agree that we have to get 
away from any idea of reestablishing the status quo, 

At the same time I am not sure whether I agree with Dr. Til- 
lich on some of the solutions to specific problems and the procedure 
to be adopted. Thus I am not at all certain whether we should put 
our emphasis upon a European federal union first rather than upon 
a new international order open to everybody. To put it differently, 
I feel rather strongly that any federal arrangements in Europe will 
only become possible within the framework of a new international 
order, which is to be established first and which would make pos- 
sible large-scale economic planning, collective security, and cer- 
tain other forms of international cooperation and control. 


Walter M. Kotschnig 
Northampton, Massachusetts 


| 
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Innate selfishness and greed have so long dominated the hu- 
man race that one must be dull indeed to feel that the present 
struggle is in reality much more than another outburst of human 
wrath produced by the desires of the few for more power and 
_wealth. There are signs, however, that the masses of mankind, to- 

gether with many noble men and women from among the 

"classes," are getting their eyes open. There is hope that such 

discussions as “War Aims” will result in bringing together some- 
| where in the near future a strong enough group of real statesmen 
' to begin shaping things for a new order when this struggle shall 
Beare ended. John D, Freeman, Exec. Sect., 


fp 


, Tennessee Baptist Convention 
[From hundreds of letters we have received on Dr, Tillich's War Aims, all but 
, two or three were in general agreement with him. The comments of the above letters 
_i# we believe significant, We hope to have room for more letters in an early issue.) 
‘Tue Eprror 
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I do not belong to that group who are forever writing “letters 
to the editor.” But I cannot refrain from writing to tell you that you 
are doing a magnificent and much needed work as editor of The 
Protestant. I only wish it were possible for me to give more tangible 
evidence of that appreciation. The facts that I read in The Protes- 
tant are facts that this country desperately needs, I find frequent 
use of them in sermons. In fact, your splendid monthly magazine 


is a genuine inspiration to me. Ralph V, Gilbert, Minister 
Presbyterian Church 
Fremont, Nebraska 
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who championed freedom. Their victory would 
mean the renewed and intensified persecution of 
the Jews and of all who have become in any way 
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Portuguese or 27 other languages. Fa- 

mous men and women like Sinclair Lewis, 

H. G. Wells, Emil Ludwig, Katherine Cor- 

nell, Eva Le Gallienne and hundreds of 

ee ep others have found Linguaphone the best 

Reuiteskias > fapguage way fo acquire another language. They 

courses like its simplicity, the freedom it gives 

from dull routine. They profit from this 

direct “eye-ear” approach, approved by language instructors. They are 

taught by famous teachers from the University of Madrid, Seville, Rio de 

Janeiro, Columbia University, the Sorbonne, Oxford, Cambridge. The 
road they took is open to you, too. 


LINGUAPHONE 


29 LANGUAGES 


CLIP THIS COUPON 


LINGUAPHONE INSTITUTE 
FREE BOOK 14 Rockefeller Center, N. Y. 
There's a free, il- 
lustrated book that 
explains why Lin- 
guaphone is the 


Please send me your free, illustrated book 


telling all about Linguaphone without obligation. 
Nome 


quickest, easiest, Rildress 
most convenient 
way to learn a City 


new language. 
pin Language Interested 


"No other book of our time 
_ crackles with so much 
_ explosiveness’ 


—Maurice finders 


| PIERRE VAN PAASSEN'S 


NEW BEST SELLER 


| That Day Alone 


By the author of DAYS OF OUR YEARS 


a Reviewers say it’s his greatest book! 
READ WHAT THEY SAY: 


1. N.Y. TIMES BOOK REVIEW: “Truly revealing. Pierre van Paassen’s elo- 
. quent words, his veracity, critical regard, decisiveness and his enthusiasm 
... make these reportings true masterpieces of journalism. In this epoch of 
violence and disorder he is one of the best witnesses of the painful birth of 
a different order.” . 


_ 2. STERLING NORTH: “Beautifully lucid, justifiably dramatic, exceedingly 
| well informed, THAT DAY ALONE... looks deeply into the past and 

_ the future. It is the work of a contemporary historian who is also a major — 
_ prophet.”—Chicago Daily News 


3. N. Y. HERALD TRIBUNE “BOOKS”: “It has the quality of greatness.” 


4. MAURICE HINDUS: “This is a vivid and exciting book. It is loaded with 
| information, also with dynamite. No other book I have read on the trou- 
bles of our time crackles with so much explosiveness.”—Saturday Review 
of Literature 


You are sure to want a copy of That Day Alone 
for yourself as well as your best friend. Pin 
your check to the trademark alongside and 
the books will be mailed to you post paid. 


548 PAGES, $3.75, THE DIAL PRESS, 432 FOURTH AVENUE, N. Y. Trey 
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A NATIONAL BEST SELLER wnarvena 


, 


The new book of sermons by Harry Emerson Fosdick 
LIVING UNDER TENSION 


“Here are twenty-five sermons, yet the word ‘sermons’ cannot adequately de- 
scribe them. Like their author, they are unique. They are intellectual and 
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spiritual adventures which sweep widely through human problems in a time ; 
of tension and bring sympathy, understanding, and inner fortification. Richin _ 
thought and vivid in expression, with an amazing closeness to human expe- 
rience.”—Halford E, Luccock $1.50 
Sy 
STILL SHINE THE A TESTAMENT OF 
STARS DEVOTION 
By Bernard Iddings Bell By Thomas R. Kelly 
That civilization’s predicament is no The “find” of the year for thousands 
mere accident, but rather the result of readers because of its sincere 
of a hopelessly wrong attitude, and guidance along spiritual paths. “A 
how the trend can be reversed, is co devotional book I can recommend 
gently explained in this provocative along with the best of the ancient 


$1.00 
SS 


“A book written to start a fire’—Walter Millis 
TWO-WAY PASSAGE—By Louis Adamic 


“We've got to take to Europe our American revolution, our accumulated 
American experience.” Here is told how we can do it, in one of the most 


little book. ones.”—Rufus M. Jones. 


$1.00 


dramatic. important messages of our time. 


$2.50 


SS - 


For Pre-Easter Reading 


NOT BY BREAD 
ALONE 


By Angus Dun 


The Presiding Bishop’s Book for 
Lent, which is a splendid clear in- 
troduction to “practices of religion.” 
Each chapter will repay individual or 
group study. $1 


HARPER & BROTHERS 


THESE SHARED HIS 
POWER 


By Edwin MeNeill Poteat 


The final book of Dr. Poteat’s superb 
trilogy of story-portraits of the men 


and women who were participants 


in the last events in the life of 
Jesus. 


